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Construction of the new Rehabilitation and Education
Center at WildCare is moving forward! Exterior windows and
doors have been installed and
work on the interior has
begun. The layout of the new
center came alive as the
interior walls were framed. It
has been a delight to watch
as the dramatic increase of
work space becomes a
comprehendible
reality.
Interior windows have been
framed, the crew has begun
to install dry wall, and it is full
steam ahead with the
electrical work. Though much
progress has been made,
WildCare remains in need of
funds to complete the
$375,000 project.
It is
estimated that WildCare will
Thank you Sun Construction!
begin to operate out of the
new Center beginning this
May!
The new Center will
increase space available for
the rehabilitation of an everincreasing
number
of
admissions of injured and
orphaned wildlife, expand
opportunities for public
education, and advance our capabilities as a medical facility. It
is because of your continued support that the new
Rehabilitation and Education Center at WildCare is underway.
Together we are building more than a new Center; we are

First Responders
The March issue of Natural Awakenings Magazine
focuses on Animal Welfare. Included in the current issue is
an editorial by WildCare which addresses some of the
challenges that Oklahoma wildlife face and ways that the
public can be prepared as wildlife emergency firstresponders. All of the thousands of wild animals in need
that come through our doors are rescued by people like you!
Take a look at the article to learn some wildlife emergency
do’s and don’ts, as well as what to include in a wildlife
emergency
kit
for
your
vehicle.
http://
www.naturalawakeningsmag.com/

2014 Admissions in a Nutshell
In 2014, 3,177 rescuers
brought
5,421 injured and
orphaned wild patients to
WildCare. 2524 (47%) were
taken to our drop off site, the
Oklahoma City Animal Welfare
Department. The care of these
animals was provided through
28,164 hours of work by
WildCare staff, interns, and
volunteers.
Of last year’s
patients, 31 mammal species
represent 49% of the total
admissions.
Birds of 113
species made up 49%, while 18
species
of
reptiles
and
amphibians made up the last
2%. Here’s a look at our most
common patients of last year:
Cottontail…………………….1,003
Opossum……………………..…572
Fox Squirrel………………….…426
Starling……………………..……263
Raccoon ………………………...255
House Sparrow…………..…..244
Pigeon…………………………....171
Mallard...…………………….….167
Eurasian Collared Dove…...143
Skunk……………………………...141
Robin……………………………...141
Mourning Dove……………...126
Mouse…………………………….112
Mississippi Kite……………….100
Blue Jay…………………………...80
Mockingbird…………………….61
Canada Goose………………….58
Great Horned Owl………….. 56
Barred Owl……………………...55
Common Grackle……………..53
House Finch……………………..48
Barn Swallow …………………..45
Red Eared Slider……………...41
Cardinal …………………………..40
Many species, like
those listed above, we see
almost on a daily basis at
WildCare, but others are much
less common.
Of the 162
different species admitted last
year, 44 were represented by
just one individual. Many of
these are species that are not in
Oklahoma year round, but run
into trouble during migration
through the state.

WildCare News
Milk Money Month

Advancement and Scholarship at WildCare

March is Milk Money Month at WildCare.
Each year, nearly $10,000 of the WildCare budget is
spent on species-specific milk formulas. Several large
orders are made throughout the year. The first and
often largest order to prepare for the baby season is
made in March. Each year WildCare cares for over
5,000 injured and orphaned native Oklahoma wildlife.
About half of these patients, represented by over 30
different species, are orphaned mammals. Each
species of mammal produces a milk with a unique
nutritional makeup. The protein and fat levels for
instance, vary greatly between the milk of a skunk
versus that of say a cottontail. In order to be
successful with raising healthy individuals at
WildCare, a species-specific formula is used for each
type of mammal. Each formula
closely matches the nutritional
makeup of the natural milk of
mothers of each species. These
formulas are extremely costly
and WildCare uses several
hundred pounds of dry
formula each year.
WildCare would like to
announce a new partnership
with
the
crowdfunding
website, LoveAnimals.org. LoveAnimals.org helps
organizations like WildCare raise money for critically
needed projects such as March Milk Money Month.
For a small donation (think $10 or less) you can make
a huge difference at WildCare! Here’s how you can
help:

As Oklahoma’s largest center, and an expanding facility
within the relatively young field of wildlife rehabilitation, WildCare
is committed to being proactive in continued education to advance
the care we provide to our patients. In addition, we proudly accept
the responsibility of playing a role in providing opportunities for
education within our local and rehabilitation communities.
WildCare staff regularly attend scholastic events such as the
annual National Wildlife Rehabilitation Association Symposium, and
the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council Symposium. Both
of these organizations also offer several basic and advanced courses
in which WildCare staff members and interns frequently participate
and excel. These are all opportunities for rehabilitators to share
knowledge, refresh basic skills, learn advanced skills, and be
introduced to new methods and technology.
This year, WildCare began using Wildlife Rehabilitation MD,
a new national database system to
track
medical
records
and
admissions information. Thousands
of records within this database
system from licensed rehabilitators
will be compiled on a national level,
producing important data for use by
rehabilitators,
lawmakers,
and
conservationists.
The internship program at WildCare attracts prospective
applicants from all over the country each year. This year alone we
have accepted over forty applications from Massachusetts to
California and everywhere in between for our Nursery Caregiver
Internship. We are happy to
announce that several 2014
interns will be joining us for
another season of hands-on
learning. Welcome back Ali
(Pennsylvania),
Ariana
(California), Bernadette (New
York), Haley (Wisconsin), and
Hilary (Oklahoma)! WildCare
interns
gain
extensive
experience in all aspects of
professional wildlife rehabilitation including but not limited to
wildlife husbandry, nutrition, enrichment, restraint, medical care,
and release. In an effort to further enrich the internship program,
WildCare has applied for accreditation through the International
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council’s Practicum Accreditation Program.
Once accepted WildCare will have one of only a handful of IWRC
accredited programs worldwide.
One major advancement in the care of patients we intend
to provide once moved into the new Center is on-site digital x-ray.
In the past, to receive x-rays, our patients have been transported to
willing veterinary clinics such as Sooner Veterinary Hospital. Having
our own machine accessible at all times means greater efficiency in
necessary diagnostics resulting in informed and timely medical
decisions and treatments.

Visit
www.loveanimals.org/milklikemoms.html
and read about our project. Last year over $9,800 was
spent on milk formulas alone. March is milk money
month! Help us prepare for baby season and donate to
"Milk like Mom's." We are trying to raise $2,000 to
cover the cost of our first order of milk of the 2015
baby season. This project will be posted on the
website for the rest of March, and new crowdfunding
projects will be posted in the future.
Click the donate button and give as much as
you feel comfortable providing. One hundred percent
of each donation will come directly to WildCare at the
end of the project period.
Tell your friends. Each project has links to
social media like Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and
Google+
Sit back and watch our project get funded,
and know that you helped make it happen!
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March 2015
Spring Releases
The coming of spring inevitably means entering a new baby season at
WildCare, when our smallest and most delicate patients arrive in droves. As the
trees begin to bud, and the earth regains its warm verdure, spring also brings the
beginning of a new release season.
Many 2014 patients have wintered at
WildCare, biding their time until natural
resources are abundant, and they can be
returned to nature with confidence.
Late fall fox squirrel babies were given
the chance to learn and grow during
their first winter months, storing and
recovering their stashes of nuts, and
huddling together in their warm nest
boxes. They will soon be released, just
as the next generation arrives.
WildCare’s mission is to provide people a place to bring native wildlife
struggling to survive with the goal of releasing healthy individuals back to nature.
Release is an important final step in the rehabilitation process, and you can help!
We are always in need of new release sites and most of our release sites for
rehabilitated wildlife are provided by private land owners like you. Sharing your land
with wildlife is an easy way to give back to nature, and helps provide our patients
with the second chance they deserve. Our release site providers are always
contacted in advance to schedule releases and discuss species to be released, and
are welcomed to participate in the release of wildlife on their land. For those
interested in being a part of the WildCare release site program and have 40 acres or
more, please contact us to receive a simple application which helps us to better
understand the habitat and resources available on the property, and therefore which
species are likely to be successful.

Very soon you will be able to visit WildCare’s new and improved website!
www.wildcareoklahoma.org
Included will be information about the volunteer program, common
wildlife emergencies, the history of WildCare Foundation,
facility
information, video gallery, photo gallery, and much more! In the meantime,
be sure to like us on Facebook to follow patient stories, learn about wildlife,
and stay current on WildCare news and events. If funding allows, and if the
available internet service can support it, we also hope to include live
streaming video using remote cameras!
https://www.facebook.com/WildCareOklahoma
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This is a rare opportunity to explore the facility, view current patients, and
speak with the staff, volunteers, and interns. It is one of only two days
per year we are open to the public for tours! Invite your friends, family and
coworkers!
For safety reasons, please leave pets at
home.
From Norman, take Highway 9 east for 10 miles. Turn right to head south on 84th St. Go 4
miles to the 2nd stop sign at Maguire Rd. Stay on 84th. We will be the 3rd driveway on the
left (east.)
Interested in bringing a baby shower gift?
Please Visit our Amazon Wish List at:
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=nav_wish_list
to get ideas!
There is always a need for cleaning supplies, bleach, dog food, cat food, bird seed, unsalted
nuts, and more!

WildCare Foundation provides people a place to bring
wildlife struggling to survive with the goal of
releasing healthy individuals back to nature.
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