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Flooded with Wildlife
When Storm Season and Baby Season Collide
Nature’s baby season kicks into high gear in the
months of April and May. Songbird pairs work in fastmotion, diligently providing food for nests full of oversized
mouths each petitioning for the rights to the next delivery.
Raccoons stake claim to a safe place to raise their ring-tailed
and mischievous young while opossum moms bear the load of
a pouch overflowing with up to thirteen squirming babies.
In Oklahoma, nature’s unsuspecting springtime babies
are frequently given a harsh welcome to the world as they are
greeted by our infamous storm season. When baby season
and storm season collide, WildCare prepares for busy days
ahead.
With every storm that has come and gone this season a
wave of new patients was soon to follow. In the midst of
repairing the damage to their own homes, hundreds of
kindhearted individuals navigated through detours and
flooded roads, arriving sodden but hopeful for the lives they
carried with them. The WildCare staff carefully opened each
box to find newborn cottontails whose nests had been flooded,
shivering gophers that had been flushed from their tunnels,
and birds that had been no match for the strong winds or hail.
In the month of May alone, 1,376 patients were admitted,
sometimes over 100 in a single day. Among them were an
orphaned otter that had been washed over a dam, a juvenile
bald eagle that suffered a broken wing after being blown from
his nest in the storms, and a sandpiper whose delicate frame
was injured by violent hail.
Once at WildCare, each and every patient was settled
into a warm dry place to rest, recover, and begin their journey
of rehabilitation. Though some have already been released,
many victims of the 2015 storm season are still on the long
road to recovery here at WildCare. Your support of their care
is always appreciated, and there are many ways to help:
Volunteer!
WildCare animal care volunteers must be 18 years or
older and make a serious commitment to joining our team for
one three hour shift per week on a regular schedule for a
minimum of three months. Volunteers help with enclosure
cleaning, diet preparation, grounds projects, and more!
Join the Release Site Program!
Our main goal with every animal that comes through
our doors is to release them back to nature. With over 5,000
animals arriving each year, we need new release sites! If you
have 30 acres or more, e-mail us at rondilarge@yahoo.com to
receive the application.
Donate!
Donations can be made online through PayPal by
visiting our website (wildcareoklahoma.org), Facebook page
(facebook.com/WildCareOklahoma), or mailed to 7601 84th
St Noble, OK 73068.

WildCare News
The Big Move

The New Rehabilitation and Education Center at WildCare
Since WildCare’s humble beginning in 1984, we have grown into a facility that
admits over 5,000 wild patients each year, and with each passing season, we have
continued to outgrow our current facility. Our mission is to provide people a place to bring
native wildlife struggling to survive with the goal of releasing healthy individuals back to
nature. We are proud to announce that the place we provide for our community is new,
improved, and officially open!
June 20, 2015 was a monumental day in WildCare history as staff and volunteers
were joined by the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture and the Medical Reserve Corps of
Cleveland and McClain Counties for our move into the new Rehabilitation and Education
Center at WildCare. The day served not only as the move for WildCare, but doubled as a
mock evacuation training exercise for the emergency response personnel. We could not be
more pleased with how smoothly the day went and are filled with gratitude for the team’s
expert assistance. The team moved thousands of pounds of furniture, supplies, and
equipment, along with nearly three hundred current patients.
Since the move, the WildCare team has been settling into and organizing the new
5,200 square feet of space while keeping up with the care of over 800 patients. The raptor
room, predator room, turtle room, mammal nursery, raccoon nursery, songbird nursery, and
isolation room are all up and running. Still in progress are the education room, dormitory
and office space, commissary, admissions, and clinic. We are eager to share with our
community the opportunity to more actively engage in our mission when these areas are
completed.
The Rehabilitation and Education Center is a dream come true for WildCare and an
achievement that will benefit Oklahoma wildlife for many years to come. We cannot thank
you enough for your continued generosity, trust, support of our mission, and compassion
for wildlife.

IWRC Practicum

Education for the Next Generation of Rehabilitators
Earlier in the year, WildCare became one of
only four wildlife rehabilitation centers to be accepted
into the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council’s
(IWRC) Practicum Accreditation Program. WildCare’s
internship program has always offered hands-on
training and experience, but since joining the IWRC
program, it has expanded to include additional
structured educational opportunities for our interns.
Through presentations, labs, and round-table
discussions, we have covered topics such as zoonotic
diseases, wound management, euthanasia protocol,
sterility, disinfectants and antiseptics, fluid therapy,
medical math, and much more! Most of these topics are
covered by WildCare veterinarian Dr. Amy Tyler and
Wildlife Care Manager Karyn Lesinski. Thank you to
the Oklahoma Department of Health for visiting us to
present on the topic of zoonotic disease (infectious
disease that can be passed from animals to people) risk
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Milestones
On May 9, 2015 two nestling
mourning doves, weighing in at just 49
grams each, arrived at WildCare. Upon
their arrival, WildCare had officially
admitted over 70,000 patients since
opening in 1984. These young birds
grew quickly and have since been
released, two success stories among
thousands. Already in 2015 we have
taken in over 4,000 animals.

July 2015
Hurdles with Turtles

Challenges of Turtle Rehabilitation
At WildCare, 2015 has been the year of turtles.
Nearly 200 turtles have been admitted so far this year, and
for many weeks now, the turtle team has been working with
over sixty shelled patients at a time. The primary reason for
admission by far is injury from vehicle collisions, followed
by dog attacks and lawn care accidents. In the spring, turtles
are always on the move, looking for mates and safe nesting
sites, but during the flooding we saw a significant and rapid
increase of turtles on the roads, resulting in many more
collisions and animals in need of immediate care.

Turtles are unique animals that provide a number of
challenges to a wildlife rehabilitator both in husbandry and
medical treatment. There has been significant advancement
in chelonian medicine in recent years, and WildCare is lucky
to have a reptile team that is not only motivated by a good
challenge, but also always willing to participate in
continuing education opportunities to learn novel treatment
and repair techniques.
The first of many challenges that turtles pose in
rehabilitation is a matter of anatomy. The shell is a part of
the skeleton and in some places, involves the spine. Most
turtles arrive with multiple shell fractures, internal injuries,
and in serious condition.
The second difficult part of turtle rehabilitation is the
exceedingly slow rate of healing. Turtles are often in care
for several months before release and progress can be
difficult to recognize on a day-to-day basis. With any longterm wild patient, one must be extra mindful of conditions
while in temporary captivity to be sure that the patient is
getting everything they need to be supported through a long
recovery. Turtles have particularly demanding needs when it
comes to nutrition and housing requirements. Speciesappropriate diets and enclosures that provides proper
temperature, lighting and substrate play a significant role in
turtles’ ability to efficiently recuperate.
Lastly, effectively medicating of turtles can be quite
the obstacle in part because of their slow metabolisms.
Picture trying to administer an oral medication to a stubborn
box turtle who has shut and locked his door or cleaning the
wound at the front of an antagonistic snapping turtle’s shell!
In addition, when conducting surgical procedures, it can be
very difficult to accurately monitor the patient while under
anesthesia due to their abnormally slow heart rates, and
highly variable respiratory rates. Their hearts may beat as
infrequently as once per minute and still be well within the
normal range!
Rehabilitating turtles does takes professional training,
an immense amount of patience, and an appetite for
creativity, but these frustrating and long term cases always
prove to be the most
rewarding on release day.
When we watch a healed
and healthy turtle swim
out into a pond, and find a
log to bask in warm rays
and renewed freedom, we
recognize the worth in
each hurdle it took to get
him there.

Page 3

Protect and Serve

Wildlife Rescue in Uniform
With hundreds of patients to care for each day and new
calls about wildlife in need streaming in from across the state,
WildCare relies heavily on the public to fill the role of wildlife
rescuers. Every good Samaritan who transports an injured or
orphaned wild animal to our facility has helped a fellow
Oklahoman take a vital step towards successful release by
providing the opportunity for our staff to provide professional
wildlife rehabilitation.
We are grateful for every rescue effort made, and have
felt particularly indebted to the many uniformed rescuers that
have been wildlife heroes this year. Boy scouts, game rangers,
animal control officers, and members of the police force and
U.S. military have all stepped up to the plate this year and taken
an all-encompassing approach to protecting and serving their
community. Thank you!

Diversity Up-Close
As Wildlife rehabilitators, we have the
unique opportunity of witnessing first-hand
and up close the wealth of biological diversity
that Oklahoma has to offer. According to the
Nature Conservancy, Oklahoma is one of the
most biologically diverse areas of the country.
WildCare is licensed to rehabilitate any
and all native Oklahoma species including
birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians.
Last year, we admitted over 140 different
species and this year is proving to be equally as
varied. As we care for so many unique
species, we gain a deep appreciation for their
differences.
Each require specific diets,
housing, and medical treatment. It is essential
that we have a strong understanding of each
species in order to provide proper care, and
with more than 30 years of experience,
WildCare is able to do just that.
It is always a pleasure and a privilege
to be able to share our unique perspective of
wildlife
with our supportive community
through photographs and stories in hopes that
they will nourish a healthy respect for our wild
neighbors of all shapes and sizes.

Photos and articles by Laura Kintz– Community Liaison

