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WildCare Welcomes Dr. Faye Lorenzsonn
This May WildCare welcomed Dr. Faye Lorenzsonn as our first ever full-time veterinarian. Dr. Lorenzsonn graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s School
of Veterinary Medicine in May 2017 and within days she and her husband, Zivan,
along with their two dogs, Lily and Longjohn, made the big move to Oklahoma.
Since joining the WildCare team at one of our busiest times of the year, Dr. Lorenzsonn has been running to do surgeries, suture wounds, pin broken wings, remove ticks, and patch turtle shells as well as getting the clinic organized and trying to
find time to unpack.
In the two months Dr. Faye has been here, she has been able to help a wide variety
of animals including hawks, owls, fawns, raccoons, bobcats, ducks, herons, and even
toads. She says her favorite part of the job is the moment a bird flies again after fixing their broken wing. Faye also loves working with the WildCare staff and is excited
to work with Oklahoma’s unique species - she recently met her first Horny Toad!
When not at work, Faye enjoys hiking and swimming at Lake Thunderbird.
Having a veterinarian here full-time has also been a benefit to our staff and interns
who often get to assist Dr. Lorenzsonn with various procedures, adding to their training and skill development. Dr. Faye has fit right in at WildCare with her quirky sense
of humor, often necessary in our profession, and we’re thrilled she’s here.

Working on a fawn with intern, Liz, who is pursuing a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine degree from the University of Missouri in Columbia.

Turtle shell repair is a big part of
the job at this time of year.

Dr. Faye works on patients of many shapes, sizes,
and species.

More Animals Means More Work
Every spring and summer our staffing more than doubles as we hire seasonal interns to help us with the busy baby
season. So our work family expands for a short time and we now have a great group of interns from around the country including California, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Colorado, Missouri, and Oklahoma, most pursuing or finishing college degrees in Environmental Sciences, Wildlife and Natural Resources Management, and Veterinary Medicine.
We’re so happy they’re here and appreciate their dedication to WildCare and Oklahoma’s wildlife.
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From the Director
I don’t know what more I can say to you about WildCare
but THANK YOU to all. My heartfelt appreciation goes
out to all the donors, staff, interns and many volunteers
that enable WildCare to fulfill our mission. 4,800 animals,
great and small, have already arrived this year. Each one
needed our care and more are sure to come. WildCare’s
greatest needs remain the same each year; food, labor,
and medical supplies. This is what your donation goes
toward. Your tax deductible donation, great or small, will
fund our life saving work. Please consider making a donation at this time when our nurseries are still full.
WildCare has never had to turn down an animal in need
because we didn’t have the funds. You, our donors have
always proven that you are behind us, supporting every
case we see. Thank you. I dread the day that I may have
to decide that we can’t try to help an animal due to funding. That is not who we are. It is not the foundation WildCare has been built on.
WildCare has seen some very troubling cases this year,
frightening, serious injuries, deliberate neglect, and uninformed compassionate people miss handling wildlife.
With every case I have the staff behind me, always at the
ready to make a positive difference for that unique life in
front of us. Our staff works very long hours into the

night, day after day, because that’s what it takes if that
patient will have a chance of release. And sometimes,
the staff are there to give each other a hug, bake cookies, and support the species that often gets over looked
here, the humans, our WildCare family. I am so grateful
to them for wanting to walk this journey with me and
the wildlife of Oklahoma!
This year WildCare invited 13 interns from around this
country to join our team to save Oklahoma’s wildlife.
During interviews I often hear, “this is my dream job”. A
few weeks into it they look tired and overwhelmed. A
month later they begin to smile, laugh, and sometimes
they bake cookies. As their time at WildCare comes to an
end they remember how small and fragile that infant was
when it first arrived and now, because of them, they are
releasing a healthy sub-adult back where it belongs.
These interns give up months of their life to help the
wildlife we accept. Thank you for your hard work and
dedication.
I often hear back from interns or volunteers many years
later and they commonly say, “Being at WildCare was the
hardest job I have ever had and yet the most rewarding”.

8 Bobcat Cubs in Need
Every year WildCare raises a few bobcat cubs. This year we have eight!
They may look like domestic cats but they’re not! This cub had been
kept for a few weeks with an injured and infected eye that Dr. Faye is
working very hard to restore vision in. Because he was fed cat food
and chicken meat his bones are soft and brittle. Young predators need
to eat whole bodies in order to grow strong bones At WildCare, we
feed bobcats whole body rats that are humanly euthanized to ensure
proper nutrition. Each cub will eat up to 4 rats/day. Each rat costs $4
each. Four rats a day x 8 bobcat cubs @ $4 per rat = $128 per day or
$3,840 per month. These cubs will stay at WildCare until April of 2018.
Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to feed these young
cubs. Thank you!

A malnourished bobcat cub with an infected
eye starts his 9 month recovery at WildCare
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Be a Hero: Reunite
Over the years we’ve been amazed at the sheer will of animals to raise their young.
The myths of wild animals abandoning their young if touched by human hands have
been proven false as we learn more about returning wild babies to their parents.
Most wild parents want their babies back and are more than happy to care for them
after being touched or placed in artificial nests. We now spend hours each week
walking people through methods of using baskets, boxes, and crates to allow wild
animal parents to continue caring for their young. We also have resources on our
web site that help people determine if an animal is in need of rescuing.
So far this year we’ve worked with an experienced climber, Tony Mayse, as well as
local fire departments, and tree companies to reunite young owls, hawks, and Mississippi Kites with their parents either by returning them to the nest or, when the
nest was unstable, by securing wicker baskets in the
same tree and placing the babies in the baskets. Within hours the parents are happily caring
for their young.
This year we also tried something new. One little
great horned owlet’s tree was completely cut down
during a construction project and there were no
trees nearby to try to reunite. But we’re all avid
watchers of the OKC Owl Cam and love to watch
the nesting owls and their babies. The Click family
have supported WildCare for several years and we
approached them about the possibility of putting
our orphaned owlet in with the 2 slightly older owlets being raised by “Mr. and Altera Tiger.” With
OKC Owl Cam catches a beautiful thousands of people from all over the world watching the owls via the owl cam, we were a bit nervous.
shot of mom brooding the orphaned owlet placed in her nest. What if they rejected the owlet? What if we disturbed the nest and put the other 2 babies at risk?
It was a bit of a risk but we felt that with the owl cam we would hopefully be able to
see if there were any problems. The Click family was wonderfully supportive of the
effort and the placement was a huge success and our little guy fit seamlessly into the
family and successfully fledged right on schedule!

Baby Barred Owls get a new basket as a nest and a chance to be
raised by mom and dad.

For Every Thing There is a Season…

A second round of baby squirrels
usually occurs in the fall but these
guys arrived in July
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We can always tell what is going on in nature by the animals and calls we receive.
It helps us stay in touch with the natural processes of what animals are doing in
the wild, be it looking for love, mating, nesting, or having babies. We know when
to anticipate the turtles that are brought in after being hit by cars and that our
baby season most often starts in early spring when the first baby squirrel arrives,
followed by owlets, cottontails, songbirds, opossums, hawks, skunks and raccoons, wrapping up with another round of baby squirrels in the fall. However,
nature is always willing to surprise us and keep us from getting too complacent
such as this year when our second round of baby squirrels arrived the first week
of July! But we adjust. We dig out the squirrel milk recipe, plug in the mammal
incubators, and take care of whatever species comes to us in need of care, even
if they are 2 months early.

The Importance of Proper Diets
An improper diet can have devastating results on young, growing animals and is one of the reasons we work so hard to
get them to WildCare as soon as possible. Many well-meaning people search the internet to find out how to care for
baby wild animals they find but unfortunately, the internet is full of bad information. We receive many animals each
year that have been kept too long, fed the wrong things, and come in with weak bones (metabolic bone disease) and
compromised digestive systems. We work hard to provide these animals with enriched diets as we struggle to return
their frail bodies to health. WildCare follows peer reviewed protocols from professional wildlife rehabilitators when
selecting diets for various species. Properly caring for an animals goes beyond what it eats. Proper lighting including
outside sunshine is critical for young animals to get vitamin D3 which helps them absorb calcium to grow and build
strong bones. Without it, their leg bones, beak, shell, and ribs can bend and break. Please spread the word to people
that you may know not to raise wildlife. Instead, get them to a trained and experienced wildlife rehabilitator right
away.

Turtle kept for years with overgrown beak and nails that have deformed his
toes and a soft shell from poor nutrition, housing and light.

This young blue jay’s beak broke due
to poor nutrition information found
on the internet.

You can make a one time or monthly credit card donation
Fill out this form and returning to the address below
Without your donation I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________ Email __________________________________
Please charge my credit card

Visa

Master Card

American Express

Discover

Card # _____________________________ Exp. Date______________ CVV Code_____
Amount $_____________ Signature __________________________________________
I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ __________ (min. of $10/month)
I understand my card will be charged this amount approximately the 5th of each month. I can stop this
monthly donation by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 at anytime.
WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.

