Rescue or Reunite?
Squirrels

Has the squirrel been injured or been in a
cat’s mouth?

Yes

Look for signs such as inability to walk, or
rough or wet fur.

Rescue!

Put the squirrel in a secure box in
a warm, dark, and quiet place and
immediately contact your local
licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

No

Reunite!
Mother squirrels will not be with their kits 24/7. She will leave them in a safe place for 4-5 hours at a time between
feedings. Make sure the babies are warm before reuniting. Always reunite squirrels during daylight hours.
Carefully place the baby in a cardboard box that they cannot crawl out of but that mom can easily get into. A warm
water bottle wrapped in a towel can help keep the baby warm in the box during cool weather but may need to be replaced each hour. Place the box as close to where they were found as possible in a place where mom will have access.
Bring pets indoors, and leave the area. Check back in 4-5 hours to see if mom has relocated her kids (she may move
them one at a time.)
Did mom return and relocate her baby?
Yes

Congratulations, you just reunited a
baby squirrel!

No

Rescue!

Put the squirrel in a secure box in a
warm, dark, and quiet place and
immediately contact your local licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG

405-872-9338

FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

7601-84th St

Open 9am-7pm every day

Noble, OK 73068

Did you Know…?


Mother squirrels feed their young about every 4-5 hours, and may be away from her kids
between feedings. Baby squirrels found alone may not be orphans.



It is illegal to keep a wild-found squirrel as a pet.



Mother squirrels will carry their young in their mouths to bring them to a safe location.



Squirrels benefit from being raised with other squirrels in part because they must learn
social communication skills in order to survive.

Capture and Transport
Unless the squirrel is clearly critically injured, always confirm with a licensed wildlife rehabilitator that the animal does in fact require rescue before capturing/transporting the animal.
Prepare a container for transport by putting a towel in the bottom of a secure box with a lid
or a pet carrier. Cover the squirrel with a thick blanket or towel to begin containment. Next,
using thick leather gloves, carefully place the squirrel into your prepared container.
Keep the contained squirrel in a warm, dark, and quiet place such as a garage, away from
pets and human activity, and transport to a local wildlife rehabilitator as soon as possible.
Efficient response to the wildlife emergency will increase the chance for a successful recovery. Drive safely with your precious cargo!

