Rescue or Reunite?
Raccoons

Has the raccoon been injured or appear ill?

Rescue!
Yes

Look for signs such as limping, instability, and discharge from the nose or eyes.

No
Has the mother raccoon been trapped and relocated, or
found deceased prior to discovery of the babies?

Yes

No

Using heavy leather
gloves, put the raccoon
in a secure box in a
warm, dark, and quiet
place and immediately
contact your local licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

Reunite!
Mother raccoons will not be with their kits 24/7. She will leave them in a safe place for 4-5 hours at a time between feedings.
Make sure the babies are warm before attempting a reunite.
Does mom have access to her kits?
No

Yes

Leave the baby where he/she is, bring pets indoors, leave
the area, and check back later to make sure he is still
warm, and alert. Continue to monitor the raccoon and
contact a licensed rehabilitators with questions or concerns along the way.

Rescue!

Put the raccoon in a secure box in
a warm, dark, and quiet place and
immediately contact your local
licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

No

Carefully place the baby in a cardboard box that they cannot crawl
out of but that mom can easily get into. Place the box as close to
where they were found as possible in a place where mom will have
access. Bring pets indoors, and leave the area. Check back in 4-5
hours to see if mom has relocated her kids (she may move them
one at a time and is most likely to do so after dark.)
Did mom return?

Yes

Congratulations, you just reunited a baby
raccoon!

WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG

405-872-9338

FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

7601-84th St

Open 9am-7pm every day

Noble, OK 73068

Did you Know…?


Mother raccoons feed their young about every 4-5 hours, and may be away from her
kits between feedings. Baby raccoons found alone may not be orphans!



It is illegal to raise a wild found raccoon as a pet. Raccoons can carry diseases which
may be harmful to both you and your pets.



Orphaned kits are frequently a result of trapping and relocating adult raccoons during
baby season. For this reason, trapping and relocating is not recommended. In addition,
trapping and relocating is not a long-term solution, as it will only make the territory
available to another raccoon or other wildlife.

Capture and Transport
Unless the raccoon is clearly critically injured, always confirm with a licensed wildlife rehabilitator that the animal does in fact require rescue before capturing/transporting the
animal.
Prepare a container for transport by putting a towel in the bottom of a secure pet carrier.
Use a thick blanket or towel to begin containment. Next, using thick leather gloves, carefully place the raccoon into your prepared container.
Keep the contained raccoon in a warm, dark, and quiet place such as a garage, away from
pets and human activity, and transport to a local wildlife rehabilitator as soon as possible.
Efficient response to the wildlife emergency will increase the chance for a successful recovery. Drive safely with your precious cargo!

