Rescue or Reunite?
Fawns

Yes
Has the fawn been injured or appear ill?
Look for signs such as limping, difficulty holding
head up, front legs splayed out to side, swelling
around eyes, high number of ticks on eyes ears
and face, flies swarming, constant calling.

No

Rescue!

Carefully put the fawn in a
secure pet carrier (solid
sides, not wire) in a warm,
dark, and quiet place and
immediately contact your
local licensed wildlife rehabilitator. Even small fawns
can deliver dangerous
kicks. Do not let dogs or
children close to a fawn.

Mother deer will not be with their fawn 24/7. She will leave them in a safe place for up to 6
hours at a time between feedings. A fawn found alone is most likely not an orphan.

Leave the baby where he/she was found, bring pets indoors, leave the area (out of sight) and
check back later to make sure he/she is still warm, and alert. If you can see the baby, the mom
can see you and may not feel safe to return to feed her baby! Continue to monitor the fawn and
contact a licensed wildlife rehabilitator with questions or concerns along the way.
Has mom returned to feed within 6 hrs? You may not see the mother, but the baby should not
be constantly calling, dehydrated, covered in flies/ticks, or lethargic. Keep in mind that a
healthy fawn may lay his/her head down and stay very still in order to remain hidden.

Yes
Congratulations, by observing before taking
action, and understanding the natural history
of deer, you have kept a family together!

No

Rescue!

Put the fawn in a secure pet carrier (solid sides, not
wire) in a warm, dark, and quiet place and immediately contact your local licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG

405-872-9338

FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

7601-84th St

Open 9am-7pm every day

Noble, OK 73068

Did you Know…?


Fawns found alone most likely not orphans! At a young age, fawns are not able to keep up
with adult deer. Young fawns lay still and may lower their heads when approached.
Mother deer do not stay with their baby throughout the day in an effort to avoid
attracting predators to her vulnerable young. She may be away from her young for up to 6
hours at a time. Fawns have scent glands between their toes that leave a trail to help
mom find her baby at feeding times.



It is illegal to raise a wild found fawn as a pet. Only a licensed rehabilitator will be able to
provide proper nutrition, housing, and medical care.

Capture and Transport
Unless the fawn is clearly critically injured, always confirm with a licensed wildlife rehabilitator that the animal does in fact require rescue before capturing/transporting the animal.
Prepare a container for transport by putting a towel in the bottom of a secure pet carrier with
solid sides. Cover the fawn with blanket or towel. Next, carefully place the fawn into your
prepared carrier.
Keep the contained fawn in a warm, dark, and quiet place such as a garage, away from pets
and human activity, and transport to a local wildlife rehabilitator as soon as possible. Efficient response to the wildlife emergency will increase the chance for a successful recovery.
Drive safely with your precious cargo!

