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Celebrating 35 Years and 100,000 Animals
By Kristy Wicker

This year has been a year of milestones for WildCare as we celebrate 35
years of providing care to Oklahoma’s wildlife, admitted our
100,000th animal, and wished our founder and director well as she
embarks on her new adventures in retirement. It was a great time to
look back at how we’ve grown, from one person caring for a few animals a year, to more volunteers, staff, thousands of animals, and a new
building. WildCare has also become a resource for people across the
country with questions about coexisting with wildlife. We have so much
to be thankful for as none of this would have been possible without support from our community, partner agencies and professionals in animal
welfare, and our family of donors, volunteers, and staff. To celebrate,
we decided to hold our first-ever dinner fundraiser on July 20th. We
welcomed over 180 guests to our celebration that included a dinner
buffet, silent auction, raffle, spin wheel, and WildCare trivia games.
WildCare admitted its 100,000th patient on
Competition was fierce among the fantastic auction offerings. We had
July 14, 2019, a nestling Mississippi Kite.
so many people come together to help make the evening a success.
From our caterer, Sooner Legends, who discounted our costs and helped us set up, to our volunteers asking for donations
for the silent auction and raffle, to the donors who responded with sponsorships, ticket purchases, donations of items and
services, and our volunteers who helped make take-away gifts, centerpieces, and decorations, it was definitely a community effort. Our silent auction and raffle tables were overflowing with great items and opportunities from donors wanting to
help. In the end, we raised over $18,000 at the event, which will all go towards the care of Oklahoma’s injured and orphaned wildlife! Please check out our sponsor and donor list on page 4 and help us thank them for caring about Oklahoma wildlife and supporting WildCare. Thank you to everyone who came to help us celebrate!

Mark your calendars for our next event:
Please join us on Sunday, November 3, 2019 from 1-4pm for
our Annual Donor Open House.
7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

What a Long, Strange Trip It’s Been: Reflections on the last 35 Years
By Rondi Large, Founder

100,000 animals! WOW
I wish I could tell you a great story of how this happened
but it wasn’t planned. I never thought “I want to start a
wildlife rehab center and take in 100,000 animals.”
It wasn’t a vision. It wasn’t a well laid out plan. It was a
series of unplanned decisions that lead me here. I always
knew I wanted to work with animals. I received my first
rehab permit from the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife
Conservation in 1984. Only a few animals arrived each
year. I was making a difference for wildlife while still
holding down a full-time job. But this changed. One day
my boss came to my office where I had a box of opossums, a box of baby raccoons, and about 12 chirping
songbirds. He looked around, said nothing, and walked
out.
At this point, I had to make the scariest decision in my life.
I decided to leave my paying job which bought supplies to
feed the animals in hopes that I would be able to bring in
the funds needed. The agreement was that I would generate enough funds in one year to recoup my salary. That
never happened. I have always been a full-time volunteer.
Another major decision happened when I hired my first
employee in 1997. During this time, I realized that if I
wanted to help as many animals as I could, I would have
to accept the good and bad when multiple people are
caring for an animal. Then in 2001 a man wearing a cowboy hat arrived and said he was interested in what we
did. That man was Dr. Joe Carter. The decision to show
him around led to him being actively involved in WildCare
for the last 18 years. He has done countless surgeries from
bats to eagles and has included wildlife medicine in training his new DVM’s ever since.

In 2015, WildCare built a new building thanks to donations from
many people including the Golden Family.

quality care and facilities. Although I have been very
proud of our low cost per case, I am also proud of our financial stability and sustainability. A common phase in a
founder-run nonprofit is to stay too long which is partly
why I decided to retire and let WildCare continue to mature and thrive as a vibrant organization we all want to be
a part of!
There are many people that have helped in some way to
make WildCare what it is today. I want to thank current
and past volunteers, all 1,022 of them, who spent 248,481
hours cleaning cages, doing dishes, and some very nonglamorous duties. I also want to thank the past and current
WildCare family of interns and employees. Thank you for
deciding to dedicate a chapter of your life to WildCare!
Thank you for your compassion and your willingness to sacrifice your needs for the needs of 100,000 animals. They
really are the hero’s at WildCare. I also want to thank the
WildCare Board, OT Sanders, Dr. Joe Carter, Cheryl
Clayton, Paula Picek, and Kelly Arnold for helping get us
through the years.

Dr. Joe Carter has helped WildCare for the past 18 years,
including sitting on the Board of Directors.

Another decision happened in December of 2012. Andy
and Juliette Golden offered to donate seed money to
help start fundraising for an actual building for WildCare
instead of operating out of our house and garage. I worried that I would start the largest project that WildCare
has ever embarked on but not be able to complete it. It
was a decision I really had to think about. In the end, I
decided that if Andy and Juliette had that much faith in
our mission then I needed to step up and get this done.
Thank you for providing the encouragement to make the
Golden Family Education and Wildlife Rehabilitation Center a reality!

The staff and volunteers can’t do their jobs and WildCare
can’t continue its mission for the next 100,000 thousand
animals without the support of all of our donors. You decided to support WildCare’s mission to provide a place for
people to bring native wildlife struggling to survive with
the goal of releasing healthy individuals back to nature.
Thank you for your support!

We recently researched other wildlife rehab centers in the
country and found that we are in the top ten in this country
in terms of animals taken in each year. Other comparably
-sized centers had budgets of 2.5–5 million a year, WildCare’s budget is $500,000 and yet we still provide topWILDCARE NEWS
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At the dinner celebration, Cynthia Armstrong, Oklahoma State
Director for the HSUS presented Rondi with an award in recognition of her contributions in the field of Wildlife Rehabilitation
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WildCare’s Front Desk

Life in Raccoon Nursery

By Linda Skaggs

By Jenna Staggs

In order to convey what rehabilitating infant raccoons is truly
like, we would need to record a sound clip of what WildCare’s Raccoon Nursery sounds like every day.
Each baby season, over 80 raccoons come through WildCare.
These infant and juvenile raccoons will spend time in our Raccoon Nursery until they are mature enough to move to our
outdoor enclosures. Raccoons take up to 5 or 6 months to rehabilitate because in the wild, they will spend nearly a year
with mom before becoming fully independent.
As infants in our nursery, they are fed a special milk replacement up to 5 times/day, depending on their age. At each
feeding, lots of little raccoon screams of hunger and excitement can be heard throughout the center. These are the loudest and messiest babies we rehab, but they are also the most
fun to watch grow, learn, and be curious of their environment.

I have had some of the best experiences of my life while
working the WildCare front desk and answering the
phones….and I’ve had some frustrating experiences.
Many times, I am the first WildCare person our rescuers
meet and the first WildCare person to see the injured, ill
or orphaned animals. Rescuers are among the most caring,
concerned, and generous individuals in the state of Oklahoma. I’ve seen animals wrapped in a shirt that someone
in the car was wearing because there was nothing else
available. I’ve been told by a child that he doesn’t want
his favorite Christmas blanket back because the bunny
inside “liked” it. I’ve seen big, burly construction workers
walk in with baby opossums that were accidentally injured
on the jobsite – he may have said those tears were because he had something in his eye, but I know the truth.
The very best calls are from rescuers who have successfully reunited a baby with mom and they just want to share
their excitement!

WildCare receives most of our raccoons due to being orphaned or injured. However, every year we unfortunately
receive kidnapped infants that people find in their attics,
sheds, and other unwanted areas. As a wildlife rehabilitator, I
understand the struggle humans can face to coexist with wildlife, especially with such an intelligent species like raccoons.
Some see them as a nuisance and immediately want them out
of their homes and barns, while others see them as adorable,
puppy-like animals and illegally keep them as pets.
This year at the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Conference,
I had the privilege to attend a session regarding humane
wildlife relocating led by the Humane Society of the United
States. During this talk they covered how to humanely relocate different mammal species, including squirrels, foxes and
raccoons. It was interesting to learn that the species they had
the most success with was raccoons! Their high intelligence is
not only a factor in why they can be a nuisance to humans,
but also allows them to easily move on from an area with a
few simple tricks.

And, yes, there are some bad experiences. Since WildCare operates only on donated funds, we do not have the
staff to go out and pick up injured animals – we sincerely
wish we could. Our animal care staff spends every minute
of their work shift providing care for our patients, and we
do have volunteers who occasionally pick up animals in
emergencies; however, we never have the ability to offer
pick-up for all animals. Some callers are very distressed
by that and want to do no more than make a phone call
to WildCare and have their problem handed off. My
least favorite call, however, is the one that starts with, “I
have four baby raccoons on my property and if you don’t
come pick them up, I’ll just shoot them.” That one breaks
my heart and I do all I can to persuade the caller that all
animals have value. Fortunately, most times those little
ones do make it to WildCare.
Sometimes my days at the front desk and on the phone
are exhausting, especially during spring and summer when
we are taking in 50-60 animals each day. At times, phone
calls involve detailed explanations regarding how to deal
with a particular wildlife situation and we are very happy
to provide these explanations. During our very busy
months, many voicemails can come in during just one
phone call from other rescuers with equally important
questions. While we respond to the voicemails, many times
we are doing intake on multiple new patients so that their
needs can be met immediately. A few minutes of waiting
can mean life or death to a severely injured animal.
The emotional toll on the whole WildCare team is a very
real thing; however, knowing that an orphaned baby animal has a chance to grow up or an adult can survive what
are sometimes unbelievable injuries, turn those emotions
into gratitude for being able to be a part of the process.
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If you find that you have infant raccoons living in an unwanted area, you can usually assume that the mom is still caring
for them, even if you don’t see her. Animal mothers will rarely
be seen when you are around. The next step is to show the
mom that her den site has been compromised. To do this,
simply place the babies, along with some of the nesting material, in a lidded box that has plenty of air holes. Place the
box near the entrance site the mother has been using to get in
and out. This can sometimes be tricky to find; adult raccoons
only need a 4-inch gap to squeeze through! Wait at least 1
to 2 days to allow the mother to retrieve her babies, one-byone, and move them to her backup den site. This backup den
site is a place she has already chosen, not your home, and is
typically a spot nearby in nature. You should always contact
your local wildlife rehabilitator for advice; we have had a lot
of recent success guiding people through this process.
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Thank You Dinner Sponsors and Donors!
Andy Alligator's Water Park
Annie's Ruff House
Bad Daddy's Burger Bar
Bear Nutrition
Beer is Good Brewing
Betsy Kesner
Breakfast at Tiffany's Restaurant
Brooke and Caleb Bontempi
Camille Wittenhagen
Canvas Dove, Ashley Dietrich
Carrie Irwin
Cathy and Dave Little
Chandler Rae Photography
Chili's
Chipotle
Clayton Bahr
Companion Animal Clinic
COOP Ale Works
Cracker Barrel
Fit w/ Vic
Frank Elkins
Fusion Flowers
Galen Culver
Jeanne Jenkins
Joel Sartore
John Gifford
John Hunsucker
Kendall's Restaurant
Kim Doner
Knit Happens in Norman
la Madeleine French Bakery
LaRica Performance Horses
Linda Pelton
Lisa Proctor
Mahogany Steakhouse
Mary Watts
McAlister's Deli
Myriad Botanical Gardens
Nancy Lindo
Native Spirits Winery

New Leaf Fitness and Nutrition
Noble Animal Clinic
Noble Hardware
Noble Pharmacy
OEC Fiber
OK Dept. of Wildlife Conservation
OKC-Digital
OKC Zoo and Botanical Garden
Outback Steakhouse
Paula Arevalos
Peggy Farris
PetSmart
Pizza Peddlers
Pops 66 Soda Ranch
Priscilla Gerfen
Red Lobster
Riversport Adventures
Rondi Large and OT Sanders
Roseanne Sorvig
Sean Stoneman
Sooner Legends Inn & Suites
Spirithart, Kristy Caudle
STAG Lounge
STASH
Steve and Ellen Trump
Tek Tuklo - Two Choctaw Sisters
TEL Library
Terrie Girlinghouse
The Artesian Hotel, Casino, and Spa
The Diner
The Inner Connection Massage
The Sparkly Spot
Tim Kenney
University Animal Hospital
University of Oklahoma Golf Course
University of Oklahoma Press
Village Veterinary Care
Whispering Pines Inn
Wild Birds Unlimited-OKC
Yellow Dog Coffee

Ways You Can Donate









Donations can be mailed to: WildCare 7601 84th St, Noble, OK 73068
Donate online: http://www.wildcareoklahoma.org/donations.html
Donate with a credit card: fill out the enclosed form or call WildCare (405) 872-9338
Federal Employees can select WildCare Foundation as their Combined Federated Campaign Charity #57195
Shop on Smile.Amazon.com and select WildCare Foundation as your charity. 0.5% of your purchases go to WildCare
Shop for WildCare with our Amazon Wish List . Search for WildCare Foundation in Oklahoma
Consider including WildCare in your estate planning
Give a gift donation in a friend or family member’s name

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Without your donation, I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ Email ________________________________________________
Please charge my credit card # ______________________________________________________________
Exp. Date____________ CVV Code_____ Amount $_____________
Circle: One time or Monthly donation Signature _______________________________________________

I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ __________ (min of $10/month).
I understand my card will be charged this amount approximately the 5th of each month.
I can stop this monthly donation any time by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 or emailing
info@ WildCareOklahoma.org.
WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.

7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA
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