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Eagle Released After Four Months of Care
By Kristy Wicker

On February 26, 2019, over 130 people watched as a magnificent
Bald Eagle was released back into her home territory near Wiley
Post Memorial Lake in McClain County Oklahoma. The eagle came
to WildCare on October 29th, after being found unresponsive in a
pond north of Lindsay. A local landowner retrieved her from the
pond and contacted a game warden with the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, who immediately brought her to
WildCare.
Although the specific cause of the eagle’s injuries is unknown, she
appeared to have suffered some form of head trauma and soft
tissue damage. The eagle could not fly, but x-rays fortunately
showed no fractures. During the four-month rehabilitation period,
the eagle was treated for her injuries and given time to rebuild her
strength before release. Initially, the eagle had to be hand-fed and
medicated several times a day, a challenge for both the Raptor
Team and the eagle. Once her condition stabilized, she was moved
to a large outside flight enclosure to decrease her stress and give
her more room to work on regaining flight.

Louisa McCune, Executive Director of the Kirkpatrick
Foundation, had the honor of releasing this magnificent
bird to return to the wild. Photo Credit: Mark Burgess

Adisen Hamm, Raptor Team Leader, said “As far as raptors go, she
was definitely one of the most stubborn birds I’ve encountered in my
two years at WildCare. From refusing to eat, to tearing apart various perches and drapes, she was defiant from the very beginning.
With each of her issues, we found a new challenge in treatment
since we always had to keep her stress levels and strength in mind.
It was difficult to work with such a challenging patient, but ultimately
worth it and rewarding to see such a magnificent bird return to her
home territory in peak condition.”
We appreciate the support of all involved in this eagle’s return to
health and her successful release to her home territory including the
rescuer, Stanley Burns and his family, Game Warden, Brian Meskimen, Mark Burgess and Andrea Johnson for capturing such incredible photos at the release, and Louisa McCune, Executive Director of
the Kirkpatrick Foundation, whose continued support of our work
and veterinary clinic is crucial to our mission. Thank you to our donors and supporters, as well as our extraordinary animal care team
and volunteers. Go Team!

The eagle made a magnificent exit as she leaped from the
transportation crate and immediately flew off across the lake.
Photo Credit: Andrea Johnson

“Keeping It Wild In Oklahoma” Dinner Fundraiser:
Celebrating 100,000 Animals and 35 Years
By Kristy Wicker

This is a big year for WildCare as we celebrate our 35th year helping Oklahoma wildlife, as well as treating our 100,000th patient!
We’ve decided these milestones cannot go uncelebrated so we’re
hosting a dinner and silent auction fundraiser on Saturday, July 20th
at Sooner Legends Inn & Suites in Norman. You won’t want to miss this
fun event as we’ll share stories from the past 35 years, play WildCare
trivia, raffle off some great prizes, and host a Silent Auction full of
wonderful items.
We are seeking sponsorships and donations of goods and/or services
for the Silent Auction and Raffle. Please contact us for sponsorship levels, or if you have a service or new item/product that you’d like to
donate.
More details on ticket sales and opportunities to donate goods and/or services coming soon. Please mark your calendars
now, it won’t be the same without you!
7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

Reuniting Keeps Families Together

Wildlife Can Also Be Victims of Abuse

By Linda Skaggs

By Linda Skaggs

WildCare was recently
contacted by a concerned homeowner who
found a nest of baby
squirrels who had fallen
from a tree that was
being removed from her
yard. Mom squirrel was
nowhere to be seen and
it was a very cold day.
She was more than willing to bring the nest and
When reuniting is not possible we are
the babies to WildCare; happy to care for orphaned squirrels in
however, we encourour small mammal nursery.
aged her to give Mom a
chance to move her babies to another location. Many wild
animals have more than one nest location and will move their
babies if given the chance. We gave her instructions to keep
the babies warm (she used a sock full of uncooked rice that
had been heated in the microwave) and to place the nest in
a location that Mom could see. The situation was made more
difficult due to the noise and commotion of the tree service
removing and grinding the tree which kept Mom squirrel
from doing anything but watching from the sidelines. After
the work was completed and the area quieted down, the
homeowner checked and one baby had been moved! Then
another, and another, and another…..until Mom had relocated all her little family to a safe location.

It’s hard to imagine that someone could repeatedly hit an animal
in the head with a hammer, but a recent opossum patient lived
this nightmare. He was brought to WildCare by Animal Control
on December 10th with skull fractures as well as other head and
body wounds.

The very next day we received a call that a squirrel nest
and babies had been found in a truck that needed to be
moved. The rescuer had brought the babies inside to warm
them and was reluctant to put them back outside in the cold.
The callers could see Mom in a nearby tree looking for her
babies. They warmed a hot water bottle, wrapping it in a
towel, and placed it and the babies in a shoebox near
where the truck had been, leaving the area quiet. Within an
hour, mom had retrieved one baby but three were left in the
box. The rescuer brought them inside, rewarmed the bottle,
and placed their box under a nearby tree with a few peanuts thrown in for good measure. Before the next hour was
up, all babies, and the peanuts, had been moved and reunited!
We appreciate the patience and commitment of the homeowners to give the moms time to relocate their babies, keeping these wild families together! When reuniting is not an
option, we are happy to provide the care wild babies need,
so they can eventually be released back to the wild. Just a
reminder to homeowners and tree trimmers that at this time
of year, it is highly likely that trees could have squirrel or
bird nests hidden in the branches – please double check before you trim or cut.

Wild babies have the greatest chance of survival if they can remain
with their parents. Please call us if you’re not sure whether to rescue or
reunite.
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We appreciate everyone who worked together to save this animal and are grateful to the woman who reported this abuse.
The person who committed this crime was identified, investigated
and charged with “outraging public decency.”
Amazingly, the opossum recovered and was released back into
the wild earlier this year. We are thankful this story had a happy ending for the opossum and appreciate all the donations and
support he received during his stay at WildCare.
“Mistreating animals is no longer seen as an isolated incident
that can be ignored: it is often an indicator or predictor crime
and a “red flag” warning sign that other family members in the
household may not be safe. We call this species-spanning interconnectedness of different forms of violence The Link.”- The National Link Coalition

NWRA Symposium
By Adisen Hamm

Attending the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Symposium of 2019 was an incredibly eye-opening and educational
experience. We attended lectures covering a variety of subjects
such as Animal Welfare, wildlife reuniting techniques, compassion
fatigue, physical therapy in raptors, emaciation care and more!
My favorite class was a workshop on Basic Diagnostics where I
learned how to determine Packed Cell Volume (PCV) and Total
Protein (TP) in particular species as well as how to do blood
draws, blood smears, fecal flotations and wet mounts. All of these
procedures, along with the opinions and diagnosis of a veterinarian, allow us to give the most case-specific and quality care possible to each of our patients. I look forward to specifically using
my newly acquired skills and knowledge to help develop our
emaciation protocol in raptors.
Along with the benefits of the lectures, workshops, and classes on
the latest research in rehabilitation, attending the symposium allows us to connect with rehabbers from all around the country.
With the symposium being the largest gathering in the US of its
kind, it provides an unparalleled network of information in this
field. There are group meals each night where you can designate
topics to specific tables and talk over dinner about different
things each center tries and what has succeeded or failed. It’s
also nice to be amongst people who understand the struggles you
face on a daily basis and allows you to find a comfort in common
ground that you might not have with friends or family.
Overall I’m grateful for the opportunity to experience such a gracious and educational environment that focuses on a subject that
is so close to my heart. I hope to be able to attend next year as
well and maybe present a lecture of my own some day!

Four members of the WildCare Animal Care Team attended this year’s
NWRA Conference in St. Louis. The symposium offers many learning opportunities, including hands-on labs such as Basic Parasitology.
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Please join us for our annual Baby Shower!
Please join us for
this unique fundraising
event! Tour the Golden
Family Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Education Center along with the

Saturday,
April 27th
2-5 pm

outdoor WildCare facility. Visit with
the WildCare staff, interns, and
volunteers to learn about wildlife
rehabilitation as you view native
Oklahoma wildlife in various
stages of recovery.

Our largest fundraising event, the annual Baby Shower, is a free event where
donations to support our mission are always appreciated!
Interested in bringing a gift for our spring patients, but don’t know what a baby
skunk, orphaned squirrel, or infant raccoon would put on a wish list?
Here are a few ideas to help you choose just the right gift!
Cleaning Supplies:
 Bleach
 Laundry Detergent
 10 gal. Trash Bags
 33 gal. Trash Bags
 Floor Cleaner
 Disinfecting Wipes
 Rescue Disinfectant Concentrate
Baby Supplies:
 Baby Wipes
 Q-tips

Nutrition:
 Wild Bird and Sunflower Seed
 Chicken Scratch
 Dry Dog and Cat Food
 Timothy Hay and Pellets
 Ferret Chow
 Whole Dried Corn
 Baby Food Chicken & Gravy
 Ensure
 Quick Oats

WildCare Foundation’s mission is to provide people a place
to bring native wildlife struggling to survive with the goal
of releasing healthy individual back to nature. WildCare is
a non-profit 501 (c)3 organization funded solely by tax exempt donations.

Other Supplies:
 Medium Nitrile Gloves
 Large Nitrile Gloves
 Dry Erase Markers
Or consider a cash donation for:
 Species-specific milk formulas
 Feeding tubes
 Carnivore diets
 Wound care supplies
 Medications
 Veterinary care and diagnostics

7601 84th St Noble , OK 73068

Directions: From I-35 in Norman, take Highway 9 east for 10 miles. Turn right to head
south on 84th St. Go 4 miles to the 2nd stop sign at Maguire Rd. Stay on 84th. We will be
the 3rd driveway on the left (east), 7601 84th St. Noble, Oklahoma (405) 872-9338
For safety reasons, please leave pets at home.
WildCare believes in being financially transparent.
GiveSmartOKC, is a powerful online resource to inform, empower, and enrich
charitable giving - benefiting donors, nonprofits, and central Oklahoma.
GiveSmartOKC.GuideStar.org Search for: WildCare Foundation
7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA
WILDCARE NEWS
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2018 in Review

Big Changes Coming for WildCare

By Rondi Large

By Rondi Large

WildCare enjoys sharing the heart-warming stories and adorable faces of the animals we treat, but as the Director, it is my
responsibility to tell you about our mission’s impact. In 2018,
WildCare accepted 6,828 animals: 12 amphibians from 9 species, 2,879 birds from 138 species including 516 raptors from
16 species, 3,361 mammals from 42 species, 438 reptiles from
19 species and 136 fish from 1 species, the Goldfish Rescue of
2018. The most common birds were 268 starlings, 253 mallards, 233 house sparrows, 195 Mississippi kites, and 169 robins. The most notable was a loon. The most common raptors
were 195 kites, 71 barred owls, 68 red-tailed hawks, 60 great
horned owls, and 41 cooper’s hawks. The most common mammals were 1,077 cottontails, 1,015 opossums, 370 fox squirrels
and 298 raccoons - the most notable were the 2 baby river
otters and one mink. The most common reptiles were 82 threetoed box turtles, 81 red-eared sliders, and 119 snapping turtles, many of which were harvested eggs from egg-carrying
females that did not survive.

WildCare, like all organizations, including non-profits, go
through stages. As the Founder, I was there in 1984, as the
vision of helping wildlife grew to actually doing it. These were
our “Start-Up” years. As more people needed our service we
transitioned into the “Growing” years. Thousands of animals
arrived each year. Staff was added, policies were developed, fundraising was started, but our primary focus was on
our mission. Today, WildCare is in its “Mature” years. While
the mission is still what guides us, it is our responsibility to ensure WildCare’s sustainability. In this stage, governance, management, marketing, and fundraising need undivided attention. For these reasons, I am announcing my retirement and the
search for WildCare’s first paid Executive Director. The new
Director will inherit a nonprofit on a firm foundation with a
supportive community, loyal donors, passionate volunteers,
and a dedicated knowledgeable staff. I look forward to introducing you to WildCare’s new leadership in the coming
months.

One of the challenges of being presented with 6,828 animals is
that on a winter day we may accept only one patient and then
on any spring, summer and fall day it may be over 60 patients.
This means managing staff and volunteers to cover this extreme
influx of animals, all with their own specific needs. The permanent staff collectively work 200 hours a week in the winter. In
the summer over 1,000 hours a week are required. This means
new part-time staff, interns and volunteers to train and schedule.
On top of the enormity of animal care, WildCare also gave 33
educational programs to over 5,400 people, welcomed 6,116
rescuers to the Center, and showed our facility to 1,672 guests
at our events. WildCare was interviewed 13 times for TV news
stories and 6 times for newspapers.
WildCare knows we cannot do this without the dedication and
commitment of the 29 people who were employed by WildCare for various times in 2018. And the 87 volunteers that did
11,586 hours of “not so pleasant” tasks. Thank you!

Ways You Can Donate

WildCare knows that even with all that the staff, volunteers,
rescuers do for Oklahoma’s struggling wildlife, we would be
powerless without our donors. Donors are the foundation of
WildCare! The larger donors make a significant impact for
which we say, Thank you; however, WildCare Foundation is
made up of over 3,000 people who give what they can and
when they can. Thank you to each and every one who makes it
possible for WildCare to help the struggling wildlife of Oklahoma!

Since WildCare’s beginning in 1984, we have
accepted 95,900 animals struggling to survive.

WildCare Founders, Rondi Large and O.T. Sanders, have led WildCare
for 35 years, creating a well-respected, successful organization that has
helped almost 100,000 wild animals in Oklahoma.

 Donations can be mailed to: WildCare 7601 84th St, Noble, OK
73068
 Donate online: http://www.wildcareoklahoma.org/
donations.html
 Donate with a credit card: fill out the enclosed form or call
WildCare (405) 872-9338
 Federal Employees can select WildCare Foundation as their
Combined Federated Campaign Charity #57195
 Shop on Smile.Amazon.com and select WildCare Foundation
as your charity. 0.5% of your purchases go to WildCare
 Shop for WildCare with our Amazon Wish List . Search for
WildCare Foundation in Oklahoma
 Consider including WildCare in your estate planning
 Give a gift donation in a friend or family member’s name
 Host a Facebook event

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Without your donation, I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ Email ________________________________________________
Please charge my credit card # _____________________________________________ Exp. Date________
CVV Code_____ Amount $_____________

One time

Monthly

Check: One time or Monthly donation Signature ______________________________________________
I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ __________ (min. of $10/month).
I understand my card will be charged this amount approximately the 5th of each month. I can stop this
monthly donation any time by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 or emailing
info@ WildCareOklahoma.org.
WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.
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