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Veterinary Training Opportunities at WildCare
By Kristy Wicker and Faye Lorenzsonn, DVM

As another busy season winds down at WildCare, it’s fun to look back on all the exciting educational developments
that have taken place in the clinic. Everything from educating university students, to providing more formal training
for our interns and staff.
This summer, WildCare hosted its first veterinary technician preceptor, as well as its first veterinary extern. To become a registered veterinary technician (RVT) in the state of Oklahoma, each vet tech student is required to complete
a 320-hour preceptorship under a licensed veterinarian before graduating. Likewise, during the final year of veterinary school, fourth-year students complete three-week externships at veterinary practices away from the school, to
gain real-world experience. For those students with an interest in wildlife, avian, exotics, or conservation medicine,
WildCare can provide a wealth of hands-on experience and knowledge that can be hard to come by when most
curriculum is focused on companion and farm animals. Dr. Faye was excited to open our clinic to students and provide
medical training. She believes in sharing our mission and knowledge, in hopes the students take away information to
better care for their exotic and wildlife patients.
This summer, Aislan McClain, a Veterinary Technology student from Oklahoma
State University-OKC, completed her preceptorship at WildCare Foundation.
Under Dr. Faye’s supervision, she had to put her training into practice by helping with animal restraint and anesthesia, medicating and treating sick patients,
and performing countless fecal parasite counts. Although she may have gotten
a few bruises (specifically, a small hoof print from a fawn kick) she was always enthusiastic and by the end of her eight-week stay was familiar with
monitoring the heart rates of kites during surgery and knew how to adeptly
draw blood on ducks and deer.
The departure of our vet tech student was followed by the arrival of Amanda
Hayes, a fourth-year veterinary student from Oklahoma State University. She
also spent a few weeks getting pooped on while learning the nuances of wildlife medicine. We hope that she is the first of many veterinary students to train
in our clinic!
Finally, WildCare is proud to continue to provide the International
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (IWRC) practicum course to staff
and interns and offer participants the ability to obtain an IWRC
Certificate of Completion. A series of on-site courses are led by
team leader and Certified Wildlife Rehabilitator, Elise Gundlach,
and veterinarian, Dr. Faye Lorenzsonn. The weekly courses span
both medical and ecological topics. The only downside is that the
animals at WildCare still need daily care, so classes meet bright
(actually, it’s still dark) and early in the morning before the busy
workday begins!

Not a Donor?

WILDCARE OPEN HOUSE
Thank you Donors!

There’s still time to make
a donation or become a
donor at the Open House.

When: Sunday, November 4th, 1- 4pm
Where: 7601 84th St, Noble, OK 73068
See page 3 for details!

Join the WildCare Family
and show your love for
Oklahoma wildlife!

7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

Growing Up At WildCare

Turtle Power

By Kristy Wicker

By Elise Gundlach, Reptile Team Leader

This is the time of
year where all of our
hard work pays off
and we release hundreds of healthy wild
animals that were
once injured, ill, or
orphaned, back to
the wild. Our staff
and interns are busy
working with land
owners in the state to
get raccoons, opossums, skunks, hawks,
owls, turtles, and cot- A Barred Owl that came in with a
is released back to his
tontails back to the broken wing
home territory.
wild. There is nothing
better than watching animals you’ve spent months caring
for, run, fly, or crawl off to the ponds, woods, or grasslands of their new homes. Ready to be wild and free.

In wildlife rehabilitation, we realize that
any animal coming
into our care has a
sad story and has
been through something
traumatic.
Whether the animal is
a young orphan, injured, ill, or has had
another unfortunate
circumstance take
place; we always try
our best to help in
whatever ways we
can.

This season, WildCare staff and interns
cared for over 20 White-tailed Deer
fawns who were orphaned or injured.

So far this year,
we’ve admitted
over 5,700 wild
animals including
1,638 songbirds,
974
cottontails,
917 opossums, 433
raptors, 355 ducks
and geese, 258
raccoons,
254
squirrels, 216 turtles, and 193
skunks, in addition
to many others.

Each life that enters our doors receives quality medical
treatment, food, care, and a safe place to heal and
grow until they can return to the wild. We also answer
hundreds of phone calls, emails, and messages requesting help and information to encourage people to understand their wild neighbors and keep animals in their
home ranges.
Caring for this many animals is no easy task and we’re
thankful to the interns and staff that help us. We had a
great group of 18 interns this year, from around the
country, who came to Oklahoma to learn about wildlife
rehabilitation. Several are staying on until our Open
House on November 4th (details on page 4). Open
House is our way of saying “Thank You” to all the people whose donations make this work possible. If you’re
not yet a donor, please consider making a donation so
we can continue to provide quality care for Oklahoma’s
wildlife and join us on November 4th. We’d love to show
you what your dollars make possible!

Unfortunately, we get
the highest number of
reptile patients admitted in early summer,
during turtle nesting
season. These are usually turtles looking for
a site to lay their This summer, WildCare incubated over 80
eggs and many will turtle eggs (Snapping Turtle, Red-eared
Sliders and River Cooter).
travel miles away to
find the perfect spot.
Traveling this far is
not without its dangers though. During
their travels, the mothers are exposed to
new predators, have
to navigate roads
and cars, and may
travel miles without
food or water. Although most reptiles
don't provide care for
their eggs past laying
After almost 3 months of incubation, the
them, they are dediturtles began hatching.
cated parents to endanger themselves just to provide a good nest site for their
eggs.
This year we decided to take our care a step further to
help our reptiles and try to help those nesting turtles that
were regrettably too severely injured to save. So even if
the mother's injuries were too great; we decided to try to
help her babies. This year we were able to incubate over
85 turtle eggs that hatched and return to the wild, all from
mothers who unfortunately couldn't finish the journey themselves. It took months of waiting and monitoring conditions
while the hatchlings grew inside their eggs, but once the first
egg started to hatch, we knew we were making a difference. We were honored to play a part in the lives of the
mothers and hatchlings that have come into our care and
wish them the best back in the wild.

Every July brings Mississippi Kite babies to WildCare. This year, over
80 young Kites grew up at WildCare before they were released in time
for fall migration to South America.

WILDCARE NEWS

After a few days in care, the young turtles, independent from the
moment of hatching, were ready for release.
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WildCare Foundation provides people a
place to bring wildlife struggling to survive
with the goal of releasing healthy
individuals back to the wild.

Special event for donors

Open House
Sunday, November 4th, 2018
1:00 - 4:00 PM

Aww Nuts!
Not a donor yet?
There’s still time to
donate or donate at
the Open House!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
WILDCARE FOUNDATION’S
ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE.
YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.
TAKE A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF
THE FACILITY AND GROUNDS
THAT YOUR DONATIONS
HELPED BUILD.
SEE 400 WILD ANIMALS
GROWING STRONG OF YOUR
SUPPORT.
VISIT WITH WILDCARE STAFF,
INTERNS, AND VOLUNTEERS
TO LEARN ABOUT WILDLIFE
REHABILITATION.

Tour the
Golden Family
Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Education Center

THIS SPECIAL DONOR EVENT
IS OUR CHANCE TO SAY THANK
YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Visit with
WildCare Staff
and Volunteers

Directions to WildCare: From I-35 in Norman, take Hwy 9 east for 10 miles. Turn
right (south) on 84th Street. Go four miles to second stop sign. Continue on 84th.
We are the third driveway on the left (east).
7601 84th St, Noble, OK 73068 (405) 872-9338
For your animal’s safety, please leave your pets at home.
7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA
WILDCARE NEWS
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Wish List — Every Day Items

Ways You Can Donate
 Mail donations to: WildCare, 7601 84th St, Noble, OK
73068
 Donate online: http://www.wildcareoklahoma.org/
donations.html
 Donate with a credit card: fill out and mail the form below
or call WildCare (405) 872-9338
 Federal Employees can select WildCare Foundation as their
Combined Federated Campaign Charity #57195
 Shop on Smile.Amazon.com and select WildCare Foundation - Oklahoma as your charity. 0.5% of your purchases go
to WildCare
 Shop for WildCare with our Amazon Wish List . Search for
WildCare Foundation - Oklahoma
 Consider including WildCare in your estate planning
 Give a gift donation in a friend or family member’s name

Cleaning Supplies:








Bleach
Laundry Detergent
10 gal. Trash Bags
33 gal. Trash Bags
Floor Cleaner
Disinfecting Wipes
Rescue Disinfectant Concentrate

Baby Supplies:



Baby Wipes
Q-tips

Nutrition:

WildCare has always made do with what we have but sometimes we have the thought, “we could offer better care for the
animals if only we had …” Here are some of those Wish List
items for 2018:











National Wildlife Rehabilitation Assoc. Symposium registra-

Other Supplies:

tion: $200 per person, 4 days of professional training



Utility Vehicle: $8,000

Or consider a cash donation for:

2018 WildCare Wish List
By WildCare Staff

Turtles: 110 gal stock tanks $60
Songbirds: fledgling enclosures $214 each
If you have any questions or are willing to help fund or build
an item on our Wish List please feel free to contact us.








Wild Bird
Sunflower Seed
Chicken Scratch
Dry Dog Food
Dry Cat Food
Ferret Chow
Whole Dried Corn
Baby Food Chicken and Gravy
Ensure

Small, Medium, and Large Nitrile Gloves

Species-specific milk formulas
Feeding tubes
Carnivore diets
Wound care supplies
Medications
Veterinary care and diagnostics

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Without your donation, I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ Email ________________________________________________
Please charge my credit card # ______________________________________________________________
Exp. Date____________ CVV Code_____ Amount $_____________
Circle: One time or Monthly donation Signature _______________________________________________
I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ __________ (min. of $10/month).
I understand my card will be charged this amount approximately the 5th of each month. I can stop this
monthly donation any time by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 or emailing info@ WildCareOklahoma.org
* WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.

WildCare believes in being financially transparent.
GiveSmartOKC, is a powerful online resource to inform, empower, and enrich
charitable giving - benefiting donors, nonprofits, and central Oklahoma.
GiveSmartOKC.GuideStar.org Search for: WildCare Foundation
7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA
WILDCARE NEWS
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