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The Little Squirrel That Could
By Molly Kukawka

It was a chaos ridden day. A day where you may get
lucky to squeeze in a 10 minute lunch. Where time flies,
and you’re just trying to hold on. A day where you can’t
stop moving or the world stops moving. That day, a
patient came in that we would never forget.
That patient was a severely emaciated, dehydrated
squirrel, with lungs full of fluid. He was kept for five days
by a member of the public and fed kitten milk with a
bottle meant for a kitten ten times his size.
We had all seen cases like this before—goodhearted people who love animals but find it hard to
understand what the animal needs. Cases like this
weigh you down with grief and worry, because
experience brings you foresight into how well these
cases do. With such a horrible stunted start, the
animals often do not make it.
Broken-hearted and nervous, we proceeded with our
emaciation protocol. Even though he was an older squirrel, he was around the weight of some of our neonates.
We were there with him every day, battling through respiratory distress, diarrhea, and bloat from his maltreatment. Each day was a leap of faith. Each day he proved
the world wrong, that he was strong enough.
As staff, we try not to get too attached to the animals in
our care, but we all marveled as this little squirrel defied
the odds and continued to get stronger day after day.
It was a painstaking process, but after a month, he
was strong. He was moved in with squirrels his age and
began to exhibit proper ‘crazy’ squirrel behavior. We are
happy to say that he will be released in the spring.
His case reminds us to never underestimate an
animal’s will to live and reaffirms our belief that all
animals deserve a second chance.

Welcome to WildCare Dr. Abbott!
By Kristy Wicker

WildCare is excited to announce and welcome our
new veterinarian, Dr. Kyle Abbott. Dr. Abbott graduated from the University of California, Davis - School
of Veterinary Medicine. He furthered his training during a surgery and internal medicine internship at a
small animal specialty hospital in San Diego, California. Dr. Abbott then completed a wildlife specialty
internship at the Clinic for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW) on Sanibel Island, Florida, where he treated native Florida species. His experience has ranged
across wildlife species including birds, reptiles, carnivores, and hoofed mammals. Dr. Abbott has a passion
for conservation and looks forward to using his
knowledge and skills in wildlife medicine, rehabilitation, and husbandry to contribute to conservation through both direct impact on the animals we treat and rehabilitate, and through the education of the public and our conservation colleagues. Dr. Abbott says, "I am excited to be part of this wonderful team to help
treat Oklahoma's amazing and diverse wildlife."
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Antoinette Lodes
Billy Spence
Camilla Pinkston
Catherine Dumas
Catherine Foshee
Christie McKinley
DeDe Wasemiller
Erica Edwards
Evan Hisey
"Honi"
Ilona Collard
Jan O'Neal
Kulata Renee Carlisle
Larry Joseph McCarty
Linda Ruth York
Lucretia
"Mandy pants"
Martin and Marjorie Foutz
and Jerry Edward Gaussoin
Mary Alyce Alford
Paul Tharp
Ruby E Ray & in Honor of
Eleanor M Edwards
Todd Clark
Van Oliver

Donations In Honor Of
Diane Williams
Eleanor M Edwards &
Memory of Ruby E Ray
Gretchen Large
John Powell
Jordyn Hill

Grantors
Everett Family Fund
International Fund for Animal
Welfare
J Edwin, Laura, Ross & Jim
Thomas Family Trust
Kirkpatrick Foundation

Dinner Sponsors
Bill and Kim Schlittler
Cheryl Clayton, P.C.
Cimarex Energy
Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Friends of the National
Weather Museum
Noble Animal Clinic
OEC Fiber
Oklahoma Equine Hospital
Republic Bank
RK Black, Inc.
Top Golf

Thank You for Recognition
Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Humane Society of the United
States

Calling All Volunteers!

It All Started With A Mississippi Kite

By Linda Skaggs

By Kevin Shepherd

WildCare needs you! Spring is a few months away, but
we are already planning ahead for our busy baby season.
We’ll start seeing baby squirrels as early as February,
with many more animals to follow throughout spring
and summer.
Volunteer help is critical to WildCare’s mission throughout the year; however, during our busiest season, we
literally can’t do it without you!
We have several types of volunteer positions available:
 Animal Care at our Facility near Noble, Oklahoma
 Administrative Work Volunteer
 Produce Transporter
 Animal Transporter from OKC Animal Shelter and

other locations to WildCare
If you’d like to become part of the WildCare team,
please complete the Volunteer Application atwww.wildcareoklahoma.org/volunteer. Once we receive
your application, we’ll email you a link to two online
training courses that will help familiarize you with WildCare’s day-to-day operations. Once you’ve completed
the courses, we’ll schedule you for a training session.
You’ll then be WildCare’s newest member of the volunteer team!

I came to WildCare in August of 2012 thanks to a fledgling Mississippi Kite that was quite literally on my doorstep. A web search, a phone call, and 45 minutes later I
was standing on Rondi Large’s front porch, pet carrier in
hand, surrounded by strangers that would soon become
some of the best friends I’ve ever had. That summer
WildCare had so many baby Kites, it would take two people up to three hours to feed them all. Since they had to
be fed every three hours, that meant someone was ALWAYS feeding Kites. A perfect volunteer opportunity for
an `animal person’ like myself. Seven years later, I’m still
here.
If you attended the grand opening of the Golden Family
Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education Center, or any of the
last eight Open Houses or seven Baby Showers, I probably helped you find a parking space, it’s what I do. In between parking festivals I prep meals, feed animals, wash
dishes, scoop poop, and check Robert, our resident bobcat, for ticks. My best days are release days, knowing I
played some small part in that animal returning to where
it belongs. This place is hard work, but there is no place
I’d rather be.

Training sessions will be held in January, February, and
March (exact times to be determined).
WildCare’s staff appreciates all of our volunteers and
depends on their help to reach the goal of “providing
people a place to bring native wildlife struggling to survive with the goal of releasing healthy individuals back to
nature.”
Won’t you join us to help our injured, ill, and orphaned
Oklahoma wildlife?
Kevin feeds a Mississippi Kite, the animal that first brought
him to WildCare. Since that time, Kevin has volunteered over
2,400 hours at WildCare!

Special Open House Visitors
By Kristy Wicker

We welcomed over 500 donors and guests to our annual
Open House on November 3rd. The weather was windy,
but beautiful, and it was great to see many of our longtime donors and friends. We were surprised that over a
third of our guests were new donors, which was wonderful! We had many people ask about animals they had
brought in earlier in the year.
Four of the sweetest visitors we had were Brayden,
Elijah, Malachi, and their mom. Earlier this year, the
family had found an orphaned baby squirrel and
brought him to WildCare. Brayden was so inspired by
what he saw at WildCare and the knowledge that this
little squirrel would have people to provide care for him
that Brayden decided he wants to be a Wildlife Rehabilitator when he grows up! He also made us an adorable
card which we have up in our staff room to remind us
that what we do matters.
Thank you Brayden, Elijah, little Malachi, and especially
to mom and dad who are raising such extraordinary
boys!
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Thank You Ornaments
By Kristy Wicker

Every fall, our volunteers work hard to create
one-of-a-kind ornaments that we send to December donors to say thank you. In past years,
they’ve made owls, cardinals, opossums, bluebirds, and turtles. This year, in honor of the
1,100 Cottontail rabbits that have come to
WildCare, they’ve made these cute Cottontail
ornaments. If you’d like one of these cute ornaments for your tree, be one of the first 400 donors in December
(make sure your check is dated in December because that’s
when we’ll start counting).
Thank you to our volunteers at First United Bank in Norman for
helping us with ornaments again this year. You all are THE BEST!

Squirrel-mageddon
By Jenna Staggs

This fall, thunderstorms in the area resulted in WildCare receiving an influx of Fox Squirrels—the week our staff refers
to as Squirrel-mageddon. On August 27th, we received a total of 44 squirrels! At WildCare, we find ourselves constantly spitting out numbers to signify to the public just how many animals we get in and care for. For those who
aren’t at WildCare every day, it’s difficult to understand the impact of these numbers. Forty-four of any species is a
lot for us to receive in a single day. This doesn’t include the following days during which more squirrels were admitted. In just four days, we had a total of 90 squirrels come in! Storms are a natural occurrence that can make our
job tricky. Ideally, we’d like each of these infant squirrels to be reunited with their mothers, however lingering bad
weather or other factors can sometimes eliminate this as an option.
There is a process we go through for all the infant animals in our care, including these squirrels. First, every squirrel
receives an intake number and the rescuer is asked to provide background information on why the animal needs our
help. Next, each squirrel receives a thorough medical exam and if any medical procedures or treatments are needed,
we ensure that is addressed first. We then set up housing for the squirrels, placing them in small groups of similar
ages and weights, and hand feed every single one of these infants. This can range anywhere from three to five times a
day depending on the age of the animal. Imagine when you have a nursery full of squirrels (or any animal), this process multiplies quickly, requiring more of our staff’s time and effort. In the following days, we were rarely able to
leave the mammal feeding table and each feed required at least five staff members. This made our days quite hectic
considering there were many more animals besides squirrels that needed to be fed and cared for each day. We drank
a lot of Red Bull during this time in order to keep going. Seriously, they should sponsor us! Thankfully the WildCare
staff made it through Squirrel-mageddon with our sanity. But we’re happy to be able to help so many animals. Next
time there is bad weather, keep in mind all of the young animals that may get displaced and call WildCare if you find
any animals you think are in need of help!

Ways You Can Donate










Donations can be mailed to: WildCare 7601 84th St, Noble, OK 73068
Donate online: http://www.wildcareoklahoma.org/donations.html
Donate with a credit card: fill out the enclosed form or call WildCare (405) 872.9338
Federal Employees can select WildCare Foundation as their Combined Federated Campaign Charity #57195
Shop on Smile.Amazon.com and select WildCare Foundation as your charity. 0.5% of your purchases go to WildCare
Shop for WildCare with our Amazon Wish List—search for WildCare Foundation in Oklahoma
Consider including WildCare in your estate planning
Give a gift donation in a friend or family member’s name
Sponsor an Intern: $300/wk, $600/2 wk, $1,200/ 4 wks and get to meet your intern at WildCare

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Without your donation I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________ Email __________________________________
Please charge my credit card
Card # _____________________________ Exp. Date______________ CVV Code_____
Amount $_____________ Signature __________________________________________
Thanks to you, I will grow strong
enough to be released back into
the forest. Thank you!
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I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ _________ (min. of $10/month).
I understand my card will be charged this amount on approximately the 5th of each month. I can
stop this monthly donation by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 or emailing info@ WildCareOklahoma.org at anytime. WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.
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Donation Request

WildCare 2019 Graduating Class

By Inger Giuffrida

By The WildCare Staff

This year, WildCare reached an important benchmark—
since its beginning, WildCare has admitted and provided
care for over 100,000 sick, injured, or orphaned native
wild animals. During that time, the number of animals
coming into the facility has grown from just a few animals
a year to more than 6,800 annually. None of this would
have been possible without the support of donors. Thousands of animals native to Oklahoma have been saved
and allowed to live their natural lives because of these
important contributions. But the needs continue.
As 2019 comes to a close, we are asking you to consider
a year-end contribution to ensure WildCare continues to
have the financial resources needed to provide high
quality care as it enters its 36th year of rescuing, rehabilitating, and releasing healthy animals back to the wild.
WildCare’s main focus is the careful stewardship of the
animals rescued and brought to the facility for care and
rehabilitation. WildCare believes we are also responsible
for the careful stewardship of your financial resources.
Eighty-eight percent of the money raised goes directly to
medical care, nutritional support, transportation, and
shelter of the orphaned, injured, and ill animals. Only
twelve percent of WildCare’s revenue is used to cover
essential administrative and fundraising expenses including our annual audit.

Infant Mississippi Kite
Mr. “100,000th Patient”

Infant Red Bat
Best “Hair” (and ears)

Hatchling Snapping Turtle
Youngest Graduate

Fledgling Black-capped Chickadee
Best Dressed

Infant North American Beaver
Cutest Baby (according to Rondi)

North American Porcupine
Cutest Sounds/Worst Smell

Bald Eagle
Most Opinionated

Infant Virginia Opossum
Best Personality

Volunteers, staff, and interns see to every detail of the
animals care from the moment they are carried through
our door until they run, hop or fly toward freedom. During the baby season the paid staff and interns put in over
1,100 hours a week meeting the needs of all the animals
on the property. Over a third of our work force hours are
contributed by volunteers. For this dedication, sacrifice,
and fortitude we say THANK YOU!
Thank you for being part of the WildCare Family. May
your holidays be alive with wonder and bright with joy!

2019 EXPENSES
Fundraising &
Admin.
12%

Transportation &
Education
2%

Veterinarian
Care
3%

Facilities &
Utilities
9%
Feed
6%

Payroll
68%

WildCare believes in being financially transparent. GiveSmartOKC, is a powerful online resource to
inform, empower, and enrich charitable giving - benefiting donors, nonprofits, and central Oklahoma. GiveSmartOKC.GuideStar.org Search WildCare Foundation.
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