DECEMBER 2018
Meet the Need Campaign
By Kristy Wicker

At this time of year, we like to reflect on the new friends we’ve made through our internship and
volunteer programs, animal rescuers, visitors, and donors. We also reflect on the memorable animal
cases that have come through our doors. We’d like to introduce you to just a few . . .
Meet the need
#18–
6294,
an adult opossum that found
a secure place,
out of the
freezing temperatures in a
house that was
under construction. He was
snuggled in the
dark,
warm
space between
Meet the Need
the rafters until
the day the house was insulated with spray foam. With the human activity, he pushed himself deeper into the dark space. In an instant, his face and most of his body was covered in 3” thick foam that
was quickly hardening. Quickly, he used is front paw to claw the foam from his nose so he could
breathe. He needed immediate medical attention to remove the hardened foam from his face,
mouth, and eyes. Thanks to the workers at the house and the animal control officers from the City of
Norman, he was quickly taken to WildCare. Once here, he was anesthetized to cut the foam and
fur from his body. Luckily his eyes were closed under the foam, but he still needed antibiotics and
daily wound cleanings for the chemical burns around his eyes and ears.
Meet the need #183163, a week-old
fawn that was covered in ticks. Severe
anemia was not the
only issue caused by
the thousands of ticks.
Her eyes had been
so badly scratched
by the ticks that cataMeet the Need
racts covered both of
her eyes making her
visionless. She needed several blood and plasma transfusions until she was able to make her own
red blood cells. She needed antibiotics and eye medication administered three times a day to save
the vision in her eyes.
Meet the need #18-6102, a Great Horned Owl found in
a swimming pool. Upon intake, the owl was barely able
to hold his head up or open his eyes. After receiving
medication and spending time in the oxygen chamber,
he was more alert and able to stand, but still needed
time to rest and recover. Within weeks, his respiration
and balance were strong enough for release.
Luckily, all of these wild animals were found by caring
people who were willing to find them help at WildCare.
At WildCare, the animals met trained and compassionate hands, received medication, proper nutrition, and
finally a safe warm place to heal.

Meet the Need

Every donation meets the need of over 6,400 wild animals each year at WildCare. Please consider meeting
their needs with a tax-deductible donation today.

7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

Birthday Donation
Kacelynn 8 yr
Anne Pace
Sally Weiner
Marilyn Taylor
Paul Tharp 80th bday

Memorial Donation
Marie Gurine Lenfestey
Connie Boehme
Christie Makinley
Joyce Trumbo
Judith Finn
Christy Pierce
Mauri Langenberg
Barbara Burcham
Clarence Kernes
Rog DiSalvatore
Joseph Vanni
Bobby D Armstrong
Ginger Vaughan
Della Blackburn
Carlene Odom
Jack Nystrom
Michelle & Julia Elder

Pet Memorial Donation
Sophie
Savanah
Honi
Beardog
Peevy
Chloe
Walter who chased squirrels

Donation In Honor Of
Taylor Stoddart
Sondra Sturgeon
Lynn Parker
Lacy Syverson
Amy Marks
Ami

Grantors
Kirkpatrick Foundation
Everett Family Fund
J Edwin, Laura, Ross & Jim
Thomas Family Trust
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A Stadium Full of Needs
By Rondi Large

When a friend offered tickets to an OU football game my
husband wanted to go. He was all excited, while I was wondering what I would actually do during the game. The staff
wouldn’t let me bring baby squirrels that needed feeding or
my laptop to do paperwork, the normal things that busy my
hands. Off I went without a plan.

are fans in the stadium. I then envisioned each fan having a wild
animal’s face. Each animal had hit a bump in the path of life yet
found its way to WildCare. Each animal has the same needs as
the fans. They all need food, shelter, health and well-being. It is
true, the food items may taste different and the homes may look
different but our and their needs are the same.

We had excellent seats
and
the
weather was
comfortable.
As the game
began I noticed several
Mississippi
Kites circling
the stadium,
catching flying
insects. I was
at first concerned for the 86,112 fans at the Gaylord Family Oklahoma Memorial
kites when the Stadium watching a Univ. of Oklahoma Football game.
fireworks
started. I thought, “if one gets injured then I could spend my
time rescuing it.” I looked at the crowd of enthusiastic fans, so
many fans, and wondered if I was the only one enjoying the
outstretched wings gliding effortlessly above our heads. I
Googled the stadium capacity; 86,112 fans with eyes toward
the field and mine in the air.

I spent the rest of the game trying to put a wild face on each
fan as I tried to remember many of their wild faces. Each one
was unique. Each one needed help. An entire stadium of wild
lives received help at WildCare. For a minute I felt so small and
then the fans began cheering with excitement. It wasn’t the fans I
heard. It was the wild animal’s calls of excitement at their freedom that I heard. All 95,000 of them. As I looked around at the
fans again I could see the hawks and owls perched in the highest
seats. The cottontails were hopping around the end field and the
raccoons, well, they were all in the student section.

WildCare’s Memorial Stadium Holds 95,000+

86,000 fans, that is a lot of people! Each fan has a home, a
family, a life. Each one is traveling down a path we call life.
Some paths are smooth, some bumpy, and yet they all have
needs. Need for food, shelter, health and well-being. Then it
dawned on me, since WildCare started in 1984, 95,000 wild
animals have come thru our door needing our help.
I sat in silence looking around at the crowd. I was truly humbled. WildCare has met the needs of more animals than there

A Gift of Gratitude
By Dr. Faye Lorenzsonn DVM

At WildCare, putting animals first is a way of life. My coworkers and I all share one thing in common, and that is a deeprooted drive to help every animal that comes through the door.
Sadly, there is never a shortage of hurt and distressed creatures, and many of them cannot be saved. With so many depending on us for survival, caregivers are prone to being overwhelmed by responsibility and feel guilty for time not spent at
work. You may have heard of “Compassion Fatigue”, the
chronic stress disorder that stems from extended caregiving.
Unacknowledged it can lead to burnout, turnover, and even
suicide. Luckily we are striving to address this issue head on!
This fall, WildCare staff and interns attended a Compassion
Fatigue workshop offered by the Humane Society of the United States, where we learned strategies to foster resilience.
One simple method is to focus on the blessings that we have
been given instead of letting negativity overwhelm us. Practicing gratitude does not need to be saved for Thanksgiving, why
not do this every day? I asked my coworkers what they are
grateful for, and here are their responses:
“I’m thankful for the opportunity to do work I love and all the
wonderful people and animals it’s brought into my life.”- Kristy
Wicker, Community Liaison
“I’m thankful to have a job that makes a positive impact on
animals.” – Jenna Staggs, Intern
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“Thankful for my family who supports me and my coworkers
who keep me sane while I pursue my passion for working with
animals” – Adisen Hamm, Bird Team
“I'm grateful to work in a field I love, with people as equally
passionate about it. Where we support each other during the
hard times and celebrate the victories together.”- Elise
Gundlach, Team Leader
“I’m grateful for my coworkers for helping me get through the
day and keeping me sane. That’s a tough job, takes a whole
team to do that.”- Molly Kukawka, Intern
“I’m grateful for having the opportunity to participate in something so worthwhile.” - Elise Hoglin, Bird Team
“I am thankful for every hand that extends to save a wild animal’s life. Be it a hand that carefully lifts a broken body, a
hand that drives them to find care, the hands that provide food
and medication and a safe, warm, clean place to heal. I am
also thankful to the hands that write a check or click “donate”
because those hands make it all possible.” – Rondi Large,
Founder and Executive Director
“I’m grateful that tick season is finally over!” –Me, after a summer pulling ticks off patients and myself
We are grateful for you, newsletter reader, for your support
and your compassion. Without you, we would not exist! What
are you grateful for today?
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The Broken Bandits

Thank You Ornaments

By Dr. Don Stinson

By Kristy Wicker
Every fall, our volunteers work hard to create one-of-a-kind ornaments that we send to December donors to say thank you. In past
years, they’ve made hummingbirds, cardinals, opossums, bluebirds,
and turtles. This year, in honor of the 134 owls that have come to
WildCare, they’ve made these cute owl ornaments. So, if you’d like
one of these cute ornaments for your tree, be one of the first 400
donors in December (make sure your check is dated in December
because that’s when we’ll start counting).

"The Raccoon is of a dark-gray Colour . . . They are rather
more unlucky than a Monkey.” John Lawson, A New Voyage to the Carolinas (1709)
From a distance the blur
on the side of the road
could be a puddle,
a busted tire, an afterthought.
Closer, focus.
Black rings, eyes, tail.
Not a tire busted but
a mother, father, daughter, son—
bandit broken under the wheels.
One, I cluck my tongue.
Two, shake my head.
Three, wonder, stunned.
Four, count the dead.
Diggers, dousers, the one
who rubs, scrubs, scratches,
the one the Japanese call “washing bear.”
I once knew a Cherokee woman
who stopped and prayed for roadkill,
dragged them off the asphalt
into the grass, into the trees,
to decompose with dignity.
People thought her crazy,
I thought her saint.
“God’s little creatures,” she’d say,
“deserve at least a few words.”
I’m no saint and seldom pray,
but remember that night
driving with my wife
down Turkey Mountain in Tulsa,
those two raccoons who stopped
in the middle of the road, so
I stopped, waited,
and that night prayed
them safely on their way.

The most beautiful gift of nature is that it
gives one pleasure to look around and
try to comprehend what we see.
-Albert Einstein

Perhaps those were my few words,
offerings to those more deserving.

Ways You Can Donate










Donations can be mailed to: WildCare 7601 84th St, Noble, OK 73068
Donate online: http://www.wildcareoklahoma.org/donations.html
Donate with a credit card: fill out the enclosed form or call WildCare (405) 872.9338
Federal Employees can select WildCare Foundation as their Combined Federated Campaign Charity #57195
Shop on Smile.Amazon.com and select WildCare Foundation as your charity. 0.5% of your purchases go to WildCare
Shop for WildCare with our Amazon Wish List . Search for WildCare Foundation in Oklahoma
Consider including WildCare in your estate planning
Give a gift donation in a friend or family members name
Sponsor an Intern: $300/wk, $600/2 wk, $1,200/ 4 wks and get to meet your intern at WildCare

Without your donation I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________ Email __________________________________
Please charge my credit card
Card # _____________________________ Exp. Date______________ CVV Code_____
Amount $_____________ Signature __________________________________________

Thanks to you I will grow strong
enough to be released back into
the forest. Thank you!

I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ __________ (min. of $10/month)
I understand my card will be charged this amount approximately the 5th of each month.
I can stop this monthly donation by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 or emailing
info@ WildCareOklahoma.org at anytime.
WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.
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Non-Profit Transparency
By O.T. Sanders, President of the Board

Although, financial numbers can be boring compared to animal
stories we feel an obligation to share them with you.
Our Total Year-To-Date donations, as of November 1st, from
all sources is $321,000. However, $12,600 of these funds
were from restricted grants to construct the new Olson Family
Beaver Habitat. Thus only $308,400 was available to meet
our 2018 operational expenses.
Our operational expenses as of November 1st have been
$428,000 and we have two more months to go. The only way
we can operate in the red is because we have a small cash
reserve and traditionally 20% of our donations arrive in December at the end of the tax year.
A breakdown of our major expenses is shown in the following
pie chart.
3%
4%

3%

2018 Expenses

5%

Feed 14%

Medical 7%

Volunteers, staff, and interns are the life blood of WildCare.
They see to every detail of the animals care from the moment they are carried through our door until they run, hop or
fly toward freedom. For all of their dedication, sacrifices,
efforts, and fortitude I say THANK YOU!
WildCare selected 20 people from 10 states to be our
2018 interns. They experienced wildlife rehabilitation during
the busiest time of the year, from Feb to Nov. What rehabbers call “Baby Season”. Some of the interns are working on
their degree, some have graduated, and some have the
passion to want to professionally work with wildlife. The
staff and interns collectively put in over 1,100 hours per
week in the middle of the summer heat. At first this all seems
fun but shortly it becomes work, life saving work. Many
nights they went home exhausted only to return in a few
hours for the next day’s work. I appreciate all their efforts.

The volunteers at WildCare are so incredibly important! Donating at least 3 hours each week just so an infant can have
a warm, clean blanket to snuggle with, or the bobcats can
have catnip enrichment toys. They provide the “care” in the
daily activities that must be accomplished. Over 80 volunteers have given 11,000 hours of their time this year alone.
Thank You!

Facility 5%

Utilities 4%

14%

By Rondi Large

One intern told me “I have always dreamed of feeding baby owls, but no one told me I would have to touch the dead
mice let alone cut them up bite size for the little owl”.

Payroll 64%

7%

We Get Along With A Lot Of Help
From Our Friends

Fundraising 3%

Admin 3%

64%

We are very proud of the fact that only 6% of your donation
is used for fundraising and administrative expenses. Part of
the reason why this is so low is because WildCare does not
have any paid admin or fundraising positions. Of every donation 94% goes toward animal care…our Mission. Animal care
includes facility maintenance, utilities, housing, feed, medications, and trained hands to insure the best possible care resulting in the best possible chances of surviving back in the wild.
As you can see food and labor are our two largest expenses
equaling 14% and 64%, respectively.
During the spring and summer, we have over 1,000 animals on
property at a time and most of these must be fed multiple times
per day. The staff and interns work over 1,100 hours each
week providing care. The days are long, starting at 7am and
finishing late into the night. As of November, we have taken in
and provided care for over 6,400 animals.
Your donation at this time is so important! WildCare needs to
make up the difference between our $321,000 income and
$428,000 expenses. Please help us meet the financial need of
caring for the wildlife of Oklahoma! Make a year-end donation today!

2019 Intern Sponsorship
By the WildCare Staff

“Many hands make light work.” John Haywood, 1570’s
I can’t tell you how true this is at WildCare. During Baby
Season, which starts in early February, peaking in June and
continues till October WildCare will have over a thousand
babies in our care each day. Yes, I said 1,000. It takes
more then the staff and volunteers can do so we must hire
full time Interns. Interns are immersed in every aspect of
wildlife rehabilitation from dawn till past dusk. They literally
dedicate their full attention to the animals. Interns get an
education opportunity while getting hands-on training in everything from initial exams, husbandry, to medication. For this
they get $300 a week cost of living. Interns commit from 10
weeks to 36 weeks.
Intern Sponsorships are now available starting at:
$300 for 1 week, $600 for 2 weeks, $1,200 for 4 weeks.
4 week sponsors or more will have an opportunity to visit
their intern at WildCare. You will hear first hand the impact
WildCare has had on their life and the animals that they
have cared for.

WildCare Foundation’s Mission is to provide people a place to bring wildlife struggling to
survive with the goal of releasing healthy individuals back to the wild.
WildCare believes in being financially transparent.
GiveSmartOKC, is a powerful online resource to inform, empower and enrich charitable giving - benefiting donors, nonprofits and central Oklahoma.

GiveSmartOKC.GuideStar.org Search WildCare Foundation
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