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Rescue or Reunite?
By Kristy Wicker

Spring is a busy time in the animal world, which means it’s also
a busy time at WildCare. We can tell what’s happening in
nature by the animals that are brought to us for care and
while we do our best to provide the highest standards of care
for our patients, we know that they are always better off if
we can keep them with their families in the wild. The times we
get to help with this process are some of the most rewarding.
Because we believe in keeping wild families together whenever possible, we try to educate the public to help them understand when animals need rescuing, when they can be reunited, and when they are just exhibiting natural behaviors. For
example, each spring well-meaning people bring us songbird
fledglings that they think are injured because they can’t fly.
After learning that fledglings often jump from the nest before
they have mastered flying, and that the parents continue to
feed and watch out for their young while on the ground,
many people are willing to take them back, putting them in
the branches of the trees, and let the bird parents finish their
job.

Two Great Horned Owl babies that had fallen from the nest
were brought to WildCare where they were cared for until
they could be reunited with their family.

If you have questions about whether or not a wild animal
needs rescuing, we encourage you to call or email us before
taking the animal away from its environment. We also have
resources on our website under “Wildlife Emergencies” that
will help: www.wildcareoklahoma.org/index.php?wildlifeemergencies.
In late February, we received two baby Great Horned Owls
from the Edmond Animal Shelter. They were found under a
tree where people had noticed a Great Horned Owl pair
nesting. After talking with Animal Control Officer, Robert
Mitchell, we discovered that mom and one other baby were
still in the nest. While we worked on the logistics of getting
the family reunited, the two owlets were examined by our
veterinarian to make sure they weren’t injured in the fall and
fed a species-appropriate diet that is so important to growing bird bones. Within 3 days, we were able to return to the
nest site, wire a sturdy wicker basket next to the existing nest
(which was falling apart), and place all three of the fluffy
siblings into the basket. By nightfall, mom was seen back at
the nest caring for her reunited family. WildCare’s Executive
Director, Rondi Large, states, “With all the work we do at
WildCare reuniting young animals with their parents makes
me the proudest.”

WildCare’s Co-founder and Board President, O.T. Sanders,
moves the three owlets from the plastic transport carrier into a
wicker basket wired securely next to the original nest.

You’re Invited!
WildCare’s Annual Baby Shower
When: Saturday, April 28th, 2-5pm
Where: 7601 84th St, Noble, OK

The three siblings were placed in a new, much sturdier, nest.
Mom returned within hours to continue caring for her reunited
family.

7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA

WildCare Vet

WildCare Internships

By Faye Lorenzsonn, DVM

By Kristy Wicker

Winter may be the “slower season”
at WildCare, but the percentage of
ill and injured animals is far higher
than during baby season. So far this
year, 234 animals were admitted
for injuries. Of these, 77 cases were
due to being hit-by-cars, 21 for catattacks, 8 for dog-attacks, and 6 for
window-strikes and fenceentrapments. While humans are
directly or indirectly the cause of
most of these injuries, humans are Faye Lorenzsonn, DVM
also the reason these animals were
rescued and transported to WildCare, and the reason that
these animals got medical care and a second chance at life.
Here are a couple of patients that captured my heart so far
this year:

Each spring and
summer WildCare’s staffing
more than doubles as we hire
interns
from
ar o u n d
th e
country to help
us get through
our busy baby
season.
We
offer full-time
paid and parttime
unpaid
i n t e r n s h i p s Elise and Megan were the first interns to join us this
which provide
spring. They’ll get to learn all aspects of wildlife
rehabilitation including experience in the vet clinic.
valuable experiences for people wanting to work in the field of wildlife rehabilitation. We
are also an accredited program with the International Wildlife
Rehabilitation Council (IWRC) so our interns and staff can earn
IWRC Certificates of Completion for their training while here.
This year we’ll be hiring approximately 15 full– and part-time
interns from across the U.S. to join us in caring for Oklahoma’s
wildlife.

Virginia Opossum #18254 was found near a
church in Norman after
being attacked by a
dog. She came to us
with extensive bite
wounds over her neck
and chest, but luckily
had no internal damage
Rat snake that had stabbed with a
or broken bones. While pitch fork
examining her injuries, it
was noticed that she had
tiny pink babies nursing
in her pouch- the first of This opossum came in after being attacked by dogs and we discovered
the season. Medications
babies in her pouch.
were carefully selected,
which wouldn’t have adverse effects on her developing
young, and the cuts were cleaned and sutured closed. Despite her ordeal, this tough momma opossum is a survivor; she
has not missed a single meal since arrival! Her wounds are
closed and her babies growing, but it will be a few more
weeks until she has healed enough to release.
Great Horned Owl #18-220 was brought to us after being
found on the ground by a concerned citizen who had observed this owl and his mate nest in the area for three years.
This male (determined by small size compared to the females), was found to have a fresh, deep cut on one wing that
exposed the humerus bone. Due to the nature of the injury,
the cut could not be closed as there was too much tension
and instead had to be kept in a moist sterile bandage while
the tissues healed. After a few weeks of care, the wound is
down to only a quarter of its original size and looks better
every day and the owl can fly. The owl has been moved to
a larger flight pen to build endurance. We hope for a
speedy recovery so that this owl can return to his territory
and his mate!

NWRA Symposium Highlights
By Elise Gundlach

You may have heard four of our staff members were able to
attend this year’s National Wildlife Rehabilitation Association’s
annual Symposium. One of the reasons we try to attend symposiums and conferences like this is to continue to provide the best
care possible to the numerous species of animals we admit. At
these events, we can talk to other wildlife rehabilitators and
specialists to discover new methods for feeding orphaned animals, hear about new emerging diseases we may come across,
or even learn about new products to better facilitate wound
healing. This is always an exciting and exhausting time for the
attendees, because presentations and hands-on workshops can
go on from 8 am to 8 pm.
During my time at this year’s symposium, I was able to first tour
another rehabilitation center, Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center, and learn about some the unique species they rehabilitate
there. Then I was able to attend some workshops with our other
staff members on lab diagnostics, treating oiled wildlife, and a
workshop dedicated to rehabilitating bats! We were able to
attend lectures on difficult-to-rehabilitate species; such as cottontails and young opossums, along with presentations on species-specific enclosure building, and wound care treatments.
In addition, two of our staff members, myself included, were
also able to present on different topics to hundreds of other
rehabilitators, veterinarians, and other members in the field of
wildlife rehabilitation. We were able to present and share some
unique case studies, methods of evaluating and treating various
wounds, and how to incubate and hatch reptile eggs. We were
very excited to contribute to this year’s NWRA symposium and
are even more excited to apply some of the new things we
learned to our animals at WildCare. We will always continue to
strive to provide the best care possible to our animals so that
we can return them back to their homes in the wild.

You may be just one person to the world, but to this
one animal, your donation IS the world.
This Great Horned Owl’s wound required specialized care but is healing
well and he has regained flight. We’re hopeful he can be released back
to his home territory soon.
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2017 in Review

2018 WildCare Wish List

By Rondi Large

By WildCare Staff

WildCare enjoys sharing the heart-warming stories and adorable faces of the animals we treat, but as the Director, it is my
responsibility to tell you about our mission’s impact. In 2017
WildCare accepted 6,932 animals: 14 amphibians, 260 reptiles, 3,063 birds and 3,595 mammals. A total of 179 species
were seen: 4 amphibian species, 23 reptile species, 31 mammal
species and 121 bird species. The most common species of reptiles were 81 Red-eared Sliders and 61 Eastern Box Turtles. The
most common mammals were 1,157 opossums, 1,106 cottontails,
505 fox squirrels, 240 raccoons and 177 skunks. The most common birds were 273 Mallards, 256 House Sparrows, 251 Starlings, 185 Collard Doves, and 181 Mississippi Kites. The most
common amphibian was the American Toad.

WildCare has always made do with what we have but sometimes we have the thought, “we could offer better care for the
animals if only we had …” Here are some of those Wish List
items for 2018:
Utility Vehicle: $4,000
Beaver Habitat: pond with water filter and lodge area $9,000
Bats: flight enclosure $475, 4 Bat-tariums $200
Mammals: lumber for den boxes & squirrel boxes $235, enclosure flooring $110
Turtles: filters $180, 110 gal stock tanks $60, remaining
amount needed for outdoor habitat $600

Since WildCare’s beginning in 1984, we have
accepted 88,723 animals struggling to survive.

Songbirds: fledgling enclosures $214 each

As the seasons change, so do the number of new arrivals. In the
winter, we receive fewer animals per month than we do in the
summer months, as reflected by the following graph.

Nursery: fly screening $810
If you have any questions or are willing to help fund or build
an item on our Wish List please feel free to contact us.
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In the month of May we had 40 new arrivals everyday. During
this time we would also have up to 1,000 animals already under care at the facility.
As if this was not enough effort for one year, WildCare also
gave 47 educational presentations to 1,358 people and had
over 8,000 guests at our facility.
Thankfully, WildCare had 91 volunteers who gave 13,902
hours helping us care for 6,932 patients. During the course of
the year, WildCare had 22 individuals on payroll dedicating
29,582 hours.
WildCare would not be able to have such a positive impact if it
were not for the 1,926 donors of 2017. Thank you!
I hope you are as proud as I am for being involved in such a
positive and significant impact to Oklahoma’s unique wildlife!

Ways You Can Donate
 Donations can be mailed to: WildCare 7601 84th St, Noble,
OK 73068
 Donate online: http://www.wildcareoklahoma.org/
donations.html
 Donate with a credit card: fill out the enclosed form or call
WildCare (405) 872-9338
 Federal Employees can select WildCare Foundation as their
Combined Federated Campaign Charity #57195
 Shop on Smile.Amazon.com and select WildCare Foundation as your charity. 0.5% of your purchases go to WildCare
 Shop for WildCare with our Amazon Wish List . Search for
WildCare Foundation in Oklahoma
 Consider including WildCare in your estate planning
 Give a gift donation in a friend or family member’s name

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Without your donation, I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ Email ________________________________________________
Please charge my credit card # ______________________________________________________________
Exp. Date____________ CVV Code_____ Amount $_____________
Circle: One time or Monthly donation Signature _______________________________________________
I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ __________ (min. of $10/month).
I understand my card will be charged this amount approximately the 5th of each month. I can stop this
monthly donation any time by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 or emailing
info@ WildCareOklahoma.org.
WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.
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Please join us for our annual Baby Shower!
Please join us for
this unique fundraising
event! Tour the Golden
Family Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Education Center along with the

Saturday,
April 28th
2-5 pm

outdoor WildCare facility. Visit with
the WildCare staff, interns, and
volunteers to learn about wildlife
rehabilitation as you view native
Oklahoma wildlife in various
stages of recovery.

Our largest fundraising event, the annual Baby Shower, is a free event where
donations to support our mission are always appreciated!
Interested in bringing a gift for our spring patients, but don’t know what a baby
skunk, orphaned squirrel, or infant raccoon would put on a wish list?
Here are a few ideas to help you choose just the right gift!
Cleaning Supplies:
 Bleach
 Laundry Detergent
 10 gal. Trash Bags
 33 gal. Trash Bags
 Floor Cleaner
 Disinfecting Wipes
 Rescue Disinfectant Concentrate
Baby Supplies:
 Baby Wipes
 Q-tips

Nutrition:
 Wild Bird and Sunflower Seed
 Chicken Scratch
 Dry Dog Food
 Dry Cat Food
 Ferret Chow
 Whole Dried Corn
 Baby Food Chicken & Gravy
 Ensure
 Baby Rice Cereal
 Quick Oats

WildCare Foundation’s mission is to provide people a place to
bring native wildlife struggling to survive with the goal of
releasing healthy individual back to nature. WildCare is a non
-profit 501 (c)3 organization funded solely by tax exempt
donations.

Other Supplies:
 Medium Latex Gloves
 Large Latex Gloves
 Dry Erase Markers
Or consider a cash donation for:
 Species-specific milk formulas
 Feeding tubes
 Carnivore diets
 Wound care supplies
 Medications
 Veterinary care and diagnostics

7601 84th St Noble , OK 73068

Directions: From I-35 in Norman, take Highway 9 east for 10 miles. Turn right to head
south on 84th St. Go 4 miles to the 2nd stop sign at Maguire Rd. Stay on 84th. We will be
the 3rd driveway on the left (east), 7601 84th St. Noble, Oklahoma (405) 872-9338
For safety reasons, please leave pets at home.
WildCare believes in being financially transparent.
GiveSmartOKC, is a powerful online resource to inform, empower, and enrich
charitable giving - benefiting donors, nonprofits, and central Oklahoma.
GiveSmartOKC.GuideStar.org Search for: WildCare Foundation
7601 84TH ST, NOBLE, OK 73068
(405) 872-9338
WWW.WILDCAREOKLAHOMA.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDCAREOKLAHOMA
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