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Directors Reflections
By Rondi Large

Every November I sit in my office and reflect on
the year. I try to pick the most compelling story of
one animal that we touched. I look at hundreds of
photos on our Facebook site. As I gaze into their
eyes I remember that animal’s specific injury, or
fur color, or face, or little paws. I think about the
snake that was so easy to work with and the cottontail that I swear read the bobcat book of behavior. I think about the reasons they were removed from their homes and brought to WildCare. Some stories break my heart and others
renew my faith in human compassion. I remember
just how small and fragile many of the infants
were when they arrived and how they grew. After hours of reminiscing and a few tissues I cannot
pick just one story because every life that arrives
at WildCare matters! Every little being deserves
care and compassion when their life has taken a
turn for the worst. Every one of the 6,700+ creatures deserve their face on the cover of this newsletter. I hope their faces touch you as much as
your support has touched them! You have given
them the best gift ever, the gift of life!

I was taken from my den because they didn’t want bobcats on their land. My mother still lives there but I do not.
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I was found wet, cold and all alone when I was rescued.
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Construction equipment destroyed my den site. Luckily, one
of the workers found me and my siblings and brought us to
WildCare.

I was ill and weak. I could not stand when I was brought
to WildCare .

I was taken from my home to be confined as a pet until I
became very sick and was brought to WildCare .
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WildCare News
Wildlife Vet
By Dr. Faye Lorenzsonn DVM

It’s hard to believe that over half a
year has passed since starting work
as WildCare’s full time veterinariantime flies when you’re having fun!
I’ve lost count of the broken bones,
fractured shells, and unusual injuries
that have entered the clinic, not to
mention all the diseases- aspergillosis, owl herpes, avian pox, giardia,
and distemper- just to name a few. Dr. Faye Lorenzsonn,
Each case had its unique aspects, but DVM
certain ones stick with you, so I’d like
to share a couple still vivid in my memory.
The pitchfork snake- no
that isn’t a new specieswas an unfortunate Rat
Snake had been skewered through his lung
with a pitchfork. The
injury presented a
unique challenge, because although the puncture was very dirty and
infected, flushing it clean
would have flooded the
lung and closing a contaminated wound would Rat snake that had stabbed with a
result in an abscess. The pitch fork
best treatment was to
keep the wound open and clean it regularly as the tissue
slowly filled in. It took months, but eventually the hole healed
completely, and the snake was released. I think we were
both relieved when our relationship ended.
Another memorable case was that of a Mississippi Kite
with feather dystrophy (twisted, deformed feathers). The
orphaned young kite appeared to be doing well until all her
feathers began falling out. West Nile Virus, a mosquitoborne disease, seemed the most likely cause of her condition.
Once the kite recovered, normal feathers began to grow in,
but since kites migrate to South America in the fall, this one
will be over-wintering with us. This creates some unique housing challenges since kites migrate to much warmer climates
for the winter.
Last but certainly not least,
an adult bobcat
that broke his
arm near the
elbow
after
being hit by a
car
recently.
The
surgery
involved in fixing the break
was challenging
enough, but the
real
struggle
Dr. Faye operating on a bobcats fractured
came
postfront right leg
operatively.
Six weeks of strict cage rest are
recommended, but non-compliance
has been an issue for this feline.
After climbing to the top and popping the roof off his cage only a
day after surgery, the bobcat was
relocated to a small, secluded outdoor pen to rest. Whether he has the
good sense to avoid hanging from
the ceiling remains to be seen!
Radiograph of bobcat
femur fracture
You may be just one person to the world
but to this one animal your donation is the world
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Leave a Legacy of Care
By Kristy Wicker

Including WildCare Foundation in your
will or living trust is one way to make a
lasting impact for wildlife and ensure that
WildCare can continue on in its mission
to provide people a place to bring native wildlife struggling to survive with
the goal of releasing health individuals
back to nature. Your charitable bequest
can be for a specific amount or a percentage of the estate and may entitle
your estate to a federal estate tax charitable tax deduction. Planned gifts can be
especially important to the long-term
growth and strength of small organizations like WildCare.
Marie Lenfestey Memorial
Bench. Her love for animals
lives on at WildCare
Although our thoughts go out to the
families of Marie Gurine Lenfestey,
Elaine VanBuskirk, and Connie Boehme, their compassion and
love for wildlife will live on at WildCare. Because they included
WildCare in their will or living trust WildCare is able to plan for a
more secure future.
The new year can be a great time to review your estate plan.
Leave a legacy of caring for wildlife by visiting with your attorney or financial advisor about how to include WildCare Foundation in your estate planning. These gifts ensure that WildCare will
be here, providing quality care for the wildlife of Oklahoma, for
many years to come.

13 Of Our Littlest Patients
By Elise Gundlach

This past summer
was an exciting
time for our Reptile Team. In the
past we have not
received many
Texas
Horned
Lizards, but this
year our first
arrival was in Two of the 13 hatchling Texas Horned Lizards
July. She was that were hatched at WildCare
found crossing a
road and looked to be dragging a leg. The rescuers were concerned and brought her to us. After a thorough exam and some xrays we determined the dislocated shoulder was actually an old
injury and didn't seem to be affecting her ability to survive. We
decided the best course of action would be to return back to her
territory. Imagine our surprise the next morning when we went to
take her for release only to realize she laid 13 eggs overnight!
Immediately we started making a plan for the eggs. As we had
already been incubating quite a few turtle eggs we decided to
also incubate the lizard eggs, but reptile egg incubation can be
tricky and each species needs a different temperature and humidity that works best for the eggs. Thankfully with help from the Oklahoma City Zoo Herpetology Department, who is currently
breeding and studying Texas Horned Lizards, we were able to
get some advice on how to properly incubate and care for the
young hatchlings. Thanks to this cooperation we were able to successfully hatch all 13 Texas Horned Lizard eggs!
Jenna McGrath is studying horned lizards at the University of Oklahoma and she weighed them at 0.5 grams and measured them
at 27 millimeters long. Definitely the smallest patients of the
year.
Due to our hatchling success with both our lizard and turtle eggs
this year, we decided to help share this information with other
wildlife rehabilitators at next year’s National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Symposium in California. We hope that we can
spread our knowledge about these special species so we can help
prevent their population from dwindling even further.

December 2017
Christmas letter to Santa

Our Promise

Dear Santa,

When we were constructing
the new Golden Family Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education Center at WildCare we
invited our donors to sign the
inside walls before the sheet
rock was hung. Some were
hesitant at first and others
jumped at the chance to write
a prayer, comment, and even
a promise on the wall of their
chosen room. The most touching to me was a simple yet
heart felt promise written at
the front door. We will forever make that same promise to
each and every animal that
arrives at WildCare struggling to survive. We promise!

I was very good fawn this
year until I tried to keep up
with Mom. She ran across the
road but my long legs were
not as fast. I saw the car but
it was too late. A kind family
took me to WildCare. The
fawn team, along with Dr.
Faye, treated my fractured
toe. Then they provided me
with everything I needed to
get better. They also introduced me to
some other fawns that were recovering
there. I grew strong and was returned to
the forest with my new friends. This year
Santa, instead of bringing me antibiotics
and fawn milk, (I am too big for that) I
ask that you leave a gift for the people
at WildCare who helped me.
Thank you!
White-tailed fawn #17-5103
PS I would love to meet Rudolf! Now that my hoof is all fixed we
would make a great team to lead your sleigh!

Dear Santa,

I’m not sure why I get placed on the
naughty list but this year I have been
nice, surprisingly nice! I was trying to
catch my dinner because that is what
owls do. The instant I flew into the fence
my body stopped and my wing was in
pain. I tried to get loose but my flesh
was twisted and hung in the barbed
wire. The kind people that found me
took me to WildCare. There they got
me warm, fed me and made the pain
go away. The next day I went to sleep
and when I woke up my wing felt much better. This year Santa, I
ask that you be good to all the people who help animals and perhaps you could leave a meal under the tree for me.
Thank you!
Great Horned Owl #17-5411

Ways You Can Donate
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

I’m dreaming of a wild Christmas
With every creature safe from harm
May their dens be comfy and warm
And may all their tummies be full tonight
I’m dreaming of a wild Christmas
With every admission card I write
May their traumas and injuries be light
And may Dr. Faye’s meds make them right
I’m dreaming of a wild Christmas
With every release that we do make
Where the treetops glisten and cottontails listen
For owls flying silently in the night
Hope you’re dreaming of a wild Christmas
With every donation that you write
We will mend their bones for flight
And may all your Christmases be white

Donations can be mailed to: WildCare 7601 84th St, Noble, OK 73068
Donate online: http://www.wildcareoklahoma.org/donations.html
Donate with a credit card: fill out the enclosed form or call WildCare (405) 872.9338
Federal Employees can select WildCare Foundation as their Combined Federated Campaign Charity #57195
Shop on Smile.Amazon.com and select WildCare Foundation as your charity. 0.5% of your purchases go to WildCare
Shop for WildCare with our Amazon Wish List . Search for WildCare Foundation in Oklahoma
Consider including WildCare in your estate planning
Give a gift donation in a friend or family members name

Without your donation I would be alone and struggling to survive.
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________ Email __________________________________
Please charge my credit card

Visa

Master Card

American Express

Discover

Card # _____________________________ Exp. Date______________ CVV Code_____
Amount $_____________ Signature __________________________________________

Thanks to you I will grow strong
enough to be released back into
the forest. Thank you!

I would like to make a monthly donation on my credit card of $ __________ (min. of $10/month)
I understand my card will be charged this amount approximately the 5th of each month in 2014.
I can stop this monthly donation any time by calling WildCare (405) 872.9338 or emailing
info@ WildCareOklahoma.org at anytime.
WildCare never shares or sells the names or addresses of our supporters.
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Non-Profit Transparency
By O.T. Sanders, President of the Board

Although, financial numbers can be boring compared to animal
stories we feel an obligation to share some of them with you.
Our Total Year-To-Date donations, as of November 1st, from
all sources is $420,274. However, $29,500 of these funds
were from restricted grants earmarked for purchases of veterinarian equipment and supplies for improvement to our medical
clinic. Thus only $390,774 was available to meet our 2017
operational expenses.
Our operational expenses as of November 1st have been
$355,439. This equals approximately $35,500 per month with
two months remaining. Thus, our expected total year-end expenses are projected to reach $426,439 which exceeds current
donations. This is why your end of the year donation is so important to WildCare. Donations at this time of year help us get
through the remainder of 2017 and into the beginning of
2018.
A breakdown of our major expenses is shown in the accompanying pie chart. We are very proud of the fact that only 5%
of your donation is used for fundraising and administrative
expenses. Of every donation 95% goes toward animal
care…our Mission. Animal care includes housing, feed, medications and trained hands to insure the best possible care resulting in the best possible chances of surviving back in the wild.

We Get Along With A Lot Of Help
From Our Friends
By Rondi Large

Volunteers, staff and interns are the life blood of WildCare.
They see to every detail of the animals care from the moment they are carried through our door until they run, hop or
fly toward freedom. For all of their dedication, sacrifices,
efforts, and fortitude I say THANK YOU!
WildCare selected 17 people from 7 states to be our 2017
paid interns. They experienced wildlife rehabilitation during
the busiest time of the year, from Feb to Nov. What rehabbers call “Baby Season”. Some of the interns are working on
their degree, some have graduated and some have the passion to want to professionally work with wildlife. The staff
and interns collectively put in over 1,000 hours per week
in the middle of the summer heat. At first this all seems fun
but shortly it becomes work, life saving work. Many nights
they went home exhausted only to return in a few hours for
the next day’s work. I appreciate all their efforts.
One intern told me “I have always dreamed of feeding baby owls but no one told me I would have to touch the dead
mice let alone cut them up bite size for the little owl”.
The volunteers at WildCare are so incredibly important! Donating at least 3 hours each week just so an infant can have
a warm, clean blanket to snuggle with or the bobcats can
have catnip enrichment toys. They provide the “care” in the
daily activities that must be accomplished. Over 80 volunteers have given 11,000 hours of their time this year alone.
Thank You!

2018 WildCare Wish List
By the WildCare Staff

WildCare has always made due with what we had but in
the back or our mind is the thought “we could offer better
care for the animals if we only had …”. This is our Wish List
for 2018:
As you can see food and labor are our two largest expenses
equaling 16% and 64%, respectively.
During the spring and summer, we have over 1,000 animals on
property at a time and most of these are babies that must be
fed multiple times per day. During these months we have as
many as 17 people on payroll. As of November, we have taken in and provided care for over 6,700 animals. So a big
thanks to our, donors, volunteers and staff for believing in our
Mission enabling WildCare to help thousands of animals.

WildCare Foundation’s Mission is to provide
people a place to bring wildlife struggling to
survive with the goal of releasing healthy
individuals back to the wild.

Bats flight enclosure $475, 4 Bat-tariums $200,
Mammals lumber for den boxes & squirrel boxes $235,
enclosure flooring $110
Raccoons wall protection $160, welded wire $200
Turtles filters $180, 110 gal stock tanks $60, Outdoor habitat $1200
Songbirds fledgling enclosures $214 each
Nursery fly screening $810
Volunteers disposable nitrite gloves $10/box (86 boxes
used in 2017)
If you have any questions or are willing to help fund or build
an item on our Wish List please feel free to contact us.

WildCare believes in being financially transparent.
GiveSmartOKC, is a powerful online resource to inform, empower and enrich charitable giving - benefiting donors, nonprofits and central Oklahoma.

GiveSmartOKC.GuideStar.org Search WildCare Foundation
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